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Bibliographical Note 


A confirmation and discovery of witchcraft is the sole publication of John 
Stearne (or Sterne), close associate of Witch-Finder General 
Matthew Hopkins in an intense campaign in East Anglia between 
1645 and 1647. Hopkins published his own The discovery of witches 
(Wing, Short title catalogue, H2571) in Norwich in May 1647 as a 
reply to criticisms of John Gaule, Select cases of conscience touching 
witches and witchcraft (Wing, G379, June 1646), but was dead before 
Stearne’s contribution to the controversy came out in 1648. (Accord- 
ing to legend and the D.N.B. Hopkins was himself 'swome' as a 
witch and hanged, but Stearne states that he died ‘peacably after 
a long sickness of consumption’.) A confirmation, inter alia, defends 
witchfinders against charges of hypocrisy and chicanery. Hopkins 
and Stearne were certainly professionals not indifferent to profit and 
notoriety, but seem also to have been assured of performing a public 
service. For Stearne, who has been labelled a puritan, it may have 
been a spiritual duty. A confirmation pays close attention to biblical 
texts. Recent commentators have established that existing fears of 
witchcraft were being exploited rather than created and that the 
mission of discovery, with its numerous victims, was a popular one. 
Testimony was freely and copiously given by neighbours. Indeed, 
Gaule complained that men spoke more of ‘the infallible and 
wonderful power of the witch-finders than . . . of God, Christ or the 
gospel preached'. 

A confirmation offers valuable clues, direct and indirect, to the 
motives not only of witch-accusers but of those who 'became' 
witches themselves and suggests why women in particular might be 
ready to make a pact with the Devil. The pamphlet has been ex- 
tensively used by C. L’Estrange Ewen in his Witch hunting and 
witch trials (1929, reissued 1971) and Witchcraft and demonianism 
(1933, reissued 1970), by A. MacFarlane in Witchcraft in Tudor 
and Stuart England (1970) and in K. V. Thomas’s comprehen sive 
Religion and the decline of magic (1971). The last two discuss the 
activities of ‘white witches’ whose existence Stearne denies. 

John Stearne survived the Restoration and in the 1660s appar- 
ently was living once again in Manningtree, Essex, a centre of his 
earlier witchfinding activitics (Ewen, Witchcraft and demonianism, 
p. 261). 

George Thomason seems to have missed A confirmation. The 
British Museum copy (Shelf mark C. 54.e.6.) from which this 
edition—the first since 1648—1is reproduced (with the permission 
of the Trustees) was acquired in the nineteenth century. Wing 
$5364 wrongly assigns it to 1645. There is in fact only one version 
(Wing 55365). 


A Confirmation is reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the 
British Museum. 
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Courteous R E ADER, 


9 Othe end Imicht fatisfie the opinions of fuch "n 
deftre to be further fatisfied concerning the dia- 
pF bolicall art, or crying fin, of Witchcraft (151 

Paws vay fo call its) For the finve of Witchcraft, and 
the drabolical pradife thereof,7s omnium fcelerum atrociflt- 
mum, and in fuch as have the knowledge of God, the ercateft 
Apoftacie from the faith 5 for they renounce God and Chrift, 
and give themfelves by a covenant to the Devill, the utter e- 
nemy to God and all mankind, for in Deut.18.10,11,12.God 
gave command to all the children of rael that none amongft 
his fhould bee Juch. For thofe abominations werc the 
children of Canaan driven ont fron before then, and utterly 
deftroyed and plagued. As alfo Manafleth,2 Cron.2 3.4.5 biéh 
michedmeffe of his was fo abhorred of God, asin his dif- 
pleafure hee mentions it many ycares after by leremy,as canfe 
of removing the Iemes from their land and [o leading them a- 
may captive into a ftrange land, Yer. 15. 4, 5. Idola- 
ters ought to dye, as in Exod. 22.20. and 32. 28, 29. Nay in- 
ticers to Idolatric, Deut. 13.9. becaufe they worfbip Devills, 
Pf3l.106.37. 1 Cor. 1c. 20. Revel. 9. 20. But Witches wor- 
ship Devills, they invocate them, crave helpe of them, worke 
by them, and doe them homage , facrifice to them, and they 
do it not to ftockes and fones and (o mediately to the Devill, 
as other Idolaters doc, but immediately to the Devill 
himfelfe,and therefore the greateft YAolaters that can bezand 
Zia Are 
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are not they then more wortbyof death? Aud to convince other 
who are of fuch an erroneus opinion as to fay, notwithftsi- 
ding Gods law againft them, and the holy Scripture {peaking 
of them, befides the lawes of Nations, both heathen and Chri- 
an, made to punifh them, that there are no witches, but that 
there are many poore filly ignorant people hanged wrong fully, 
and that thofe who have gone or beene in firuments in finding 
out or dilcovering thofe of late nade knowne have done it for 
there owne privateends, for gainc and fuchlike, favouring 
fome where they thought good, and unjuftly profecnting o- 
thers; Itherefore (as my leafure hath permitted me ) have 
given my felfe to the reading of fome approved relations 
touching the arraignement and condemnation of Witches; As 
alfe treatifes of learned men concerning the devilifb art of 
Wich-craft adding witball fome few things which other- 
wife Ihave learned and obferved [ince the 25.0f Match 1645 
as being in paft an agent in finding out or difcovering fome 
of thofe fince that time, being about two hundred in number, 
in Effex, Suffolke, Northamptonfhire, Huntingtonfhire, 
Bedfordthire, Norfolke, Cambridgefhire, asd the Ile of 
Ely in tbe County of Cambridge, befides other places, juft- 
ly and difervedly executed upon their legall tryalls, Now the 
occafion being thus offered, and Mafter Hopkins dead, I de- 
fireto give fome fatisfatlion tothe world, that it may ap- 
peare what hath beene done, hath beene for the good of the 
common wealth, and we free from thofe afperfions cafè upon 
us, andthat Iiever favored any , or unjuftly profecuted o- 
thers but that all that be guilty of this onght to diesafwell the 
g odor white witches fo called as the other: and that ther? is, 
and hath beene more favour fired, or at leaf lefe care taken 
fer the difcocery of [n b as be guilty, then by the word of Ged 
there ought. For how many are there now adaies which could 
be centented to pafe by many of then, as Magicians, Negro- 
mancers and fuch like? of whom his late Majefty of famous 
Yenomne 


To the Reader. 
renowne in hus Deomumolegée giveth a crcadfull conjure , 
ato faith they areto be dealt wit ll, as mith Socerers and c= 
fpecially the curing witch , commonly called the good witch. 
Nay thefe rather get credit and cft sation love and liking as 
did the Magicians and Sorcerers with Pharaol, Exod. 7.8. 
sith Nabuchadnezer and Belfhazzar, Ma. 47. 12. Ezek. 22. 
As did alfo Simon Magus with the Samaritans who w.is held 
to be the ercat RT Atts8. Likemife Elimas with 
Sergius Paulus, Acts 13. And the Pythonelle mith her Ma- 
Per, A&s 16. And will not many fay, furely they worke by 
God, becanfe they ufc good prayers and good words, and often 
name God? but let thofe remember that the Devill himfelfe 
canufe good words, Mar. 1.24. and 5.7. Acts 17. that bec 
can counterfeit the habit and words of an holy man , Sa- 
muel. Sam. 28.13.15, 17. that hee can turne himfelfe into 
an Angell of light, a Cor. 11. Therefore hee not teach his 
fervants to feigne holineffe and yet be thefe in many refpeds 
worfe then the others, and the holy Scripture exempts nonc, 
but utterly forbids any going to then, or asking counfell of 
then. I hepe this say labour will excufe mee, and give fome 
better T a to thofe who are not yet fully fatisfied 
herein, for that I fhall make it plainely appeare, that I neither 
formerly, in any of my proceedings concerning this natter, 
or in penning of this ayme at minc owne private ends rather 
then the publique good, for that I [ball difcover, fo far forth 
as I attt able, or at leaft, ascivilityand modeftie fhall give 
mays yct Iam not ignorant how dangerous it is for me to put 
my felfe [o farre forth into the Sea of comson opinion, aud T 
cannot fce that by rcafon of the flelucs and rocks of injurious 
conccit s which are ready to be found onevery hand Ham lile 
to paffe any ado ntures having bad experience already bow 
forward many bee in taking part with many of thofe wha 
have been detected to promote them forward to take the left 
advantage by fuit of lam, thereoy to aquitt themfelves, wh 
as many times db bath fallen out.otbermife, and been a 
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meanes to bring to their deferved punifhmscnt, but let fuch 
remember , the Devill needs no provoker. And though 
Balack fent to Balaam to purfue the people, yet we find the 
contrary, for furely faid Balaam, there is no enchantutont in 
lacob, nor divination agsinft Vrael. And yet neverthelefsz 
craving pardon if in any thing herein Ihave taken too much 
upon me, I have once ventured to commit my felfe to thy fen- 
(ure C doubt not of profperous acceptance,if but a charitable 
conftruttion be had of my true intent © meaning therein, as 
from a plaine country man, who intend not to pen any thing 
but what I fall be able to make appeare plainely to hee trath, 
and then I {hall reckon it asa fufficient recompence for my 
labour and paines. And fo with my due refpects I take 
leave. 


JoHN STEARNE, 
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PQ x9 An being borne in finne, hath thereby fince the 

A O'S fall of our ficft parents loft the Image of God 

A ^4 Bes in which he was created, through the tempta- 

C W743 lè tion bf Satan, and is naturally, wholy pollu- 

4 Ex M e Bi ted with finneand corruption, whereby he is 
d NY Xp K^ become of very neere kin unto the Devilljeven 
SEAGEN hisowne child, 1 John 3. 10. And that beeing 

= ~~ hischild, he willdoe the luíts of his Father, 

fobn 8. 44. and that no doubt in one thing as well as in another, for 
men love darkeneffe more than light, loban 3. 19. Yea, and naturally 
are given to worke all uncleanneffe even with gre«dine(fe, fo capti- 
vated are they to their lufts, Epbef. 4.19. For Satan hath his wiles, 
Eylef. 1 1. his devices, 2 Cor. 2. 11. his depths and policies. Revel.2. 
24. hls fnares to catch people at unawares. 1 Tim.3.7. 2 Tim. 2.26. 
And being thus furnifhed, hee dare fet upon any, yea upon aur 
Saviour Chrift himfelfe, to folicit him, yea, and to a moft execrable 
impiety , even to have Chrift to fall downe and to worfhip him a 
Devill, Mat. 4. for he watcheth opportanitics, he fecketh occafions, 
and the leaft offer he efpieth and quickly taketh the fame, and fo 
prevaileth otten, not only with the rude and fottifhy bur with the 
greateft fpirits and (harpeft witts many times. For man beeing given i 
over to his unruly paflion, is violent, inconfiderate and vehem.nc- 
ly greedy to have his defired ends, by what meanes foever he can at- 
taine them; which maketh him feeke tneanes of the Devill tobe- 
come injoyer of his inordinate defires, regarding more the ha- 
ving of his prefent will , than refpecting his future face af- 
ter death,and is more taken up to obtaine what he liketh for ths bo- 
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dy and outward eftate in this world, chan with the care of his fpiri- 
tuall condition and eftate before Cod in the world to come , which 
the naturall man very littleor nothing ac all regardeth. Thisbe- 
iugthe condition of a natural] man who remaines ftil] unregencrate 
and viven oveč of God unto Satans temptation inthis kind,how 
can they relilt ? Man is weake , Satan is trong, and withall fubtill 
to beguile, they may eatily yeeld, for that he hath over mecre natu- 
rall mena ruling power, Epbef. 2. 2. who are already in his fnare; 
and at his owne will are taken captive, 2 Tim. 2. 26. 

Herefome will fay,you goe about to make all fubje&t to Witch- 
craft, orat leaft all unregenerate perfons. 

I anfwer, it faidin John 3.6. That which is borne of theflefh is 
fieth, and chat which isborne of the fpiric is {piric : and therefore 
Witch«craft being as Saint Paul faith, Amongft the fruits of the 
feih, Gal.5.20. onemay fall into this finne afwell as into any other, 
if God prevent it not. Wherefore it behooves man(if he would pre- 
vent the power of the Devill and whatfoever Witches can doe) to 
labour to entertaine and uphold the preaching of the Gofpell. For 
where it commeth, downe goeth the power of Witcherie, Afs 8. 
and 13. 

Hifforie likewifetells us, where the Gofpel came among the hea- 
then, there the hellifh power of Devils and fpiritsgreatly dimini- 
fhed, and we heare now by travellers,chat in other Countries where 
che Gofpel is not preached, & where they ftill remaine,(as I may fay) 
according to the abominations of the Canaanites, I meane in fuch 
places where the Heathens ftill remaine, as in the Indies, where they 
by travellers relations, worfhip the Sunne, Moone andStarrs, Nay 
| have heard in fome places, the Devill himfelfe, and where popery 
and prophaneneffe is , with contempt of Preaching or vile neglect 
thereof, there Witch-craft is moft rite. Therefore it behooves men 
to labour to bring forth fruits worthy the GofpelI andamendmenc 
of life. For God hedgeth the vertuous man about, Jeb 1. fo as Satan 
cannot come at him, without very fpeciall licence from God, and 
that onely fora tryall. The Angels of God doe alfo pitch their 
tents about fuch, Pfal. 34. yea, and have charge over them to keepe 
them in their waies, Pfal. 9 1. 11,12. And to have religious duties in 
our familics : and as th: Apoftlefaich, to pray continually. 1 Thef. 
s. And as Saint James telleth us, Iam. 5. 16. that the prayer ofa 
righteous man azaileth much ifit be fervent, David did not onely 
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{ferve God openly in the Tabernacle, but returned home co bleffe his 
houfe, 2 Sam. 6. 20. And Job every day facrificedto God, and fan- 
&ificd his children and family. Job 1.5. And God gave co Hrad a 
law to fanctine their houtes. And fo going ever well armed 
againti thefe rulers of darkenetle, devills and evill {pirits, furnithed 
with the heavenly furniture and {pirituall weapons,of which the A- 
pollle fpeaketh, Eph. 6.14.18. and being chus qualined, and armed, 
to truft in God only , who will kcepe thee under the fhadow of his 
wings, Pjal. 931. No man (hall neede co feare Witches or Devills ; 

knowing ever this , that they cannot doe the very lealt harme unto 
any of the leaft creatures of God without leave from him: no, not to 
encer into the heard of {wine of the very Gardarens, for furely there 
is no inchantment in Jaoob, nor any Divination againft Ifrael. [t is 
the Lord,let him doe what feemeth him good, 2 Sam. 15.26. It is 
the Lord that giveth, it is the Lord chat taketh away, bleffed bee the 
name of the Lord, Job 1. 21) And therefore many yeeld thus farre as 
that Satan needes no provoker to fet him forward, as the Scripttire 
tells us. For the text faith, that he compaffeth the world to,and fro, 

Iob 1. going up and downe like a roaring fyon feeking whom hee 
may devoure,1 Pet.5.8. He isready(if God give waie )to bee a lying 
(pirit in the mouth of Ababs Prophets to feducehim, 1 King.22. and 
to beguile ; and that the people which brought the poffeffed to our 
Saviour, complained only of the Devill, Mat. 15.2. Luk. 9.39. They 
made no mention of Witches, nor(for ought we know)had any fuf- 
pition of them, for we find that God hath often fent che Devill, as 
the executioner of his difpleafure without any meanes of a Witch, 
as amongft the Egyptians, he fent evill Angells, P/al.78.49. between 
Abimeleci and the Sichemites, Judg.9.25. So upon Saul,1 Sam.16.15. 

- Andfo we reade of a Legion fent by Chrift into the heard of fwin, 

Mar. 5.12. Thuswe fee Devills immediately fent from God with- 

out any infligation of Witches. And therefore conclude that all is 

from the Devill by Gods permitlion, and that there are no. Witches 

at all. But whofoever thou beeft chat art of this opinion,& although: 
many havegone about to prove that there are no Witches: yet be- 
tides the former reafon, the contrary tenet is undeniable trae, tl a: 

there are Witches. 

Firlt, fromthe lawes that God himfelfe hath made againft them. 
Firlt, in forbidding the practice of VVitch-eraft, and that none a- 
monait his (bould be V Vitches, VV izzards, Negromancers and fuch 
like, Deut.18. 10, 11512. Secondly in forbidding any to go to them, 
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Levit. 19.20. Ja 8. 19. T hirdly,hiscommandemen: to put Wi ches 
to death, Exod: 22. 18. Fourthly, Gods judgements ayain{t them, 
Deut 18.12.which if there were no V Vitches what neede thefe lawcs? 

Secondly, from thehiitorie of the Bible, which nanicth to us cer- 
taine VVitches, as the Socerers of Egypt, Fxod. 7. Iannes and lam- 
bres, 2 Tim. 3. 8. Thofein Babylon and. Perfia, Dan. 2.5.7. lja. 47 

12. And amongit the Nations driven out before the children 
of Ifrael, Deut. 18. 12, 13. So wee reade of other V Vitches which 
were,of Balaam Numb. 22. Iof. 13. 22. Of Ffrael, 2 King. 9.22. Of 
ManalJes, 2 Chron. 33. 6. OF Simon Magus, Atl s 8.9. And Flimas, Ati s 
13.8.Secondly,it maketh mention of the practizes of Witches, Exod. 
7. 2 Chron. 33.6. 7[a.47.9. Eze.21 21. Thirdly, it fpesk.th of fome 
going to them, 1 Sam.28.7. and fending to them, Numb. 22.5. Tof. 
24.9. Fourthly, icrelateth how fome Kings put them to death, 
1 Sam.28.3,9. and cut them off, 2 King.23.24. all this fhould be falfe 
if there were no Witches. 

Thirdly, from (ome Comparifons or Similies fetched from 
witch-craft, by Samuel, 1 Sam. 15. and by Ifa, 29. 4. which were 
abfurd if there were no Witches. 

Fourthly, (as before) St Pauls mentioning Witch-craft amongft 
the workes of the flefb, Gal. 5. 20. 

Fifthly, Gods threatning damnation upon S ocerers, Rev. 21.8. 

Sixtly, the Lawes of Nations both Heathen and Chriftian againít 
them. 

Seventhly, the truth of Hiftories, and manie relations of their Ar- 
raignement and conviction. 

Eighely, experience amongft our felves, and in other Countries, 
together with the confeflion of (ome of thofe Witches condemned 
and executed fince May 1645 -in the feveral l Counties afore mentio- 
ned, Hereafter, herein expreffed, I hope will give all fufficient fatif- 
faction that there are Witcher. 

Now here fome may fay, this is fufficient to prove that there are 
Witches in fome Countries, or at leaft have beenein formes cfmes 
with us here in this Country ; but how will you makeit appeare 
that there have been any {ince the Gofpel preached amongftus ? For 
many are of oppinion that there are Witches in other Countries 
where the Gofpel is not at all, or very little regarded, but where the 
Gofpel is faithfully preached as with us in England and Scotland, &c. 
that there are not any, no not {ince the comming of our Saviour. 


A Confirmation and Difcovery of Witchcraft, 5 


I anfwer that if any man can make it appear that the Gofpell free’ 
us from finne, more then the Law did our forefathers, that then it 
might be fo. But the Gofpell frees us not, and therefore we are 
as like to have fuch mifcreants amongít us as our Forefathers, 
For we are as finful asin the time of che law, And Satan ftil remains 
amongft us.And we are as impatient, profane, and unconfcionable 
as ever, having diitempered paflions, violentin affe&ion, given to 
ill company, and vain curiolities, not having refpect of Religion, 
by which occaíions the Devill t:keth advantage and works to have 
his will, for he goeth thither where he iseither fure or hopeth well 
for entertainment, Mat. 12. 44. He thercfore watcheth the time 
when he may beft offer his fervice to fuch as any way he finds the 
leaft kind of preparedneffe in, as when any fall into a paffionate 
forrow, accompanied with folitarineffe for fome loffe, as husband, 
wife, children or fuch like, the Devill offers himfelf to comfort 
fuch in their forrowfull melancholy mood. So in time ofdearth 
through extreme poverty it many times caufeth many to bedefpé- 
rately impatient ; or fo impatient through poverty when they 
would needs be rich, even againt Gods providence, as that 
they be in fuch a diftumpered paion, as they would have their 
wants fatished and their detires fulfilled, be it by what means it 
poffible can be, (as I may fay ) right or wrong; or when one isen- 
raged with anger, plotting revenge, oris familiar with fuch as be 
Witches; As likewife when any are addicted to the reading and 
ftudie of dangerous books, inticing co the practice of hidden myfte- 
ries, of Magick and Inchantments. Thus by thefe and füch other 
like means as may be gathered from the confeffions of Witches,they 
prepare themfelves for Satans temptations ,to draw them to Witch- 
CM ] could inftancein thofe innumerable examples, as you fhall 
read hereafter more at large when J come to {peak of what forts of 
people are moft addicted to Witchcraft; and therefore do you not 
conceive that there are {till fuch people remaining amongft us? yea 
certainly there are, and Witches likewile. 

But you will frill fay it doth not yet plainly appear to be fo (ince 
the Gofpell, though all thefe finnes fill remain, for the Devil needs 
no provoker ae before, for he can, if God permit, greatly trouble 
us, and can bereave one of his wits, and make one lunztick, deaf, 
dumb and blind, bow tke body together, fo that one fnall not bea- 
ble to litt up himfelf, he can even enter in aud poffeff? any really 
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and make them invincibly trong, and work cther cffc... Ov all 
which you may read in Matib.9.352.and. 12.22.and 15.22.and 17.15. 
Mark. 1.23 and $.5,7.and 7 26.and 2.17,18,19,20, 22,25,26 ou in 
Lule 4.55.and 7.2. and 8720,39 and 11. 14. and 13.11, 16. and can 

enter into children, Lube 13.16. young folks, Mark 7. 26. Min, Mari, 
5.1,2,5. Women, Luke 13.16.Matt. the 15.22. Yea through the per- 

million of God,tuch as be the ele& of God- Fob 1. ard 2. A daughter 

of 4braham, Luke 13.01. &Mary Magdalene,Luke 7.2.& can counter- 

feicthe refemblance of an holy man, 1 Sam.28.12.14.19.yea and for 

alongtime,Luke 8.27 .from a child till one be grown up,Mark v.21. 

even eighteen yeares, Lube 15.16. andío we reade in Luke 7.2. of 

feven Devills in one at once,andmore Luke 11.26. Yea a whole le- 

gion, Mark §.9,16,14. and fometimes the Lord is pleafed to fend De- 

vills as cxecucioners of his difpleafure, as is before expreffed. 

To this 1 an(wer,and grantit for truth,and not to be denyed, but 
yet notwith{tanding all chis, chere are Witches likewife, and yet the 
Devill doth al! this, and more if God permit, for in Gen.3.Wemay 
learne chere that the Devill may enter into a dumb creature, & come 
out of the fame, utter a voice intelligible,& offer conference Cif any 
will hearken ) to deceive as our Witches now a dayes confefle, and 
that he choofeth the fubtileft creature to deceive by, and the weak- 
er veflell to confer with, but by the confeffions of Witches now 
lately dete&ed, he choofeth fuch creatures as they themfelves are 
moft addicted to, as you fhall hereafter find by their confeflions, by 
the feverall fhapcs he appears in, but how ever we may read there;it' 
was a powerfull perfwation to overcome, and yet work by Witch- 
cs, Wizzards, Necromancers, Sorcerers, Southfayers, and all kind 
of Magick art, As we may reade in Exod.7.11, 12. and 8. 7. Where 
we may fee that Pharash called the Wifemen, the Sorcerers, and the 
"Magicians of Eg spt, who did with their inchantments in like man- 
neras Al 'es and Aaron. Buel paffe by the proofs ou: of the Old 
Teftament for this becaufe I dzlire to give fuch facisfaction (as Tam 
able) that it may appear that there be Witches now as in former a- 
ges. And if what hath been already {poken will not give facisfa- 
&ion herein, you may read in the 2. Tim. 5 8. who they were,that 
were the oppíors of the truth, but fuch as Fannes and Jambres, 
who withitood Mofer, and then fcarch who they were, and you 
fhall find they were füch as Pharaoh called to him, as in the before 
mentioued places, who with their inchantments did the like as Mofes 
had done. So 
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So you may read of Elymus the Sorcerer, AT. 13, 8. who refifted 
the Apofiles in the time of the Gofpcll. 

So likewife in 47.8 9. you (hall read of Sinton Magus a iorcerer, 
to whom in the 10 vere ic is faid, they a!l gave heed from the lealt 
to the greateft," faying,this man is € e grear power of God, For in 
the 11. verfeits is faid, becaufe that of long time he had bewitch- 
ed them with forceries,and in the 13 verfe we read he was baptiled, 
but read the 20, 21,22, and you fhall read what Peier faid to hint, 
and fo read no more of him in all the New Teftament. 

Alfoin the Rev.2 1.8. you may read how Sorcerers fhall with o- 
ther linners there reckoned up, have their part. in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimitone. 

And fo likewife we read in the Epiltle of Fude the Apoftle {pcak- 
ing there of falfe Teachers, which were crent into the Church to 
feduce them, for whofe damnable doctrine and manners, horrible 
judgement was prepared, in the 11. verfe pronounceth woe un- 
to them, for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ranne greedily 
after the error of Balaam, by which we may plainly fee that there 
were Witches in the tinie of. the Gofpel, and after the coming and 
alcenfion of our Savionr, and do any doubt then, whether there 
be any now? do any think that we be free from fuch, where {inne 
and ignorance belides fo much abounds ? or do you defire to have 
proot of Witches incethen, you fhall have enough of their con- 
feffions to make this evident, hefides the relations of learned men 
writing concerning Witchcraft. But if you would but rightly ob- 
ferve thatplace in 2. Tim.3.1 and fo on to the 8 you (hall find that 
in the lalt dayes fhall come perillous times, erc. And in the 8. 
verle it isfaid, And as Fannes and Fambres withítood Mofes, fo do 
thofe alfo refiftthe truth. There you may fee plainly that there 
thould be fuch to the latter end, befides in divers other places fpeak- 
ing expreffely of Wiccheraft ; as 1. Tim.4. 1. and Fude 18. 

Likewiteof the Pythoneffe which brought her miftris much gain 
As 16.16.Al(o in Rev.2 1.5. And fo | might nominate divers other 
places,for thofe which remain doubtfull either uf being bewitched ' 
or of Witches themfelves , but becaufe their own cenfeflions clear 
this evidently, befides the forenamed places,! proceed to diftingui(h 
between thofe called bad Witches,and tHofe called white or good 
Witches, which is eafily to be d''cernedand known. 

But yet] fay all Witches be bad, and ought to fuffer alike, being 
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both in league with the Devill : for fois the good, fo untruly 
called, afwell as che other, either open or implicit. And therefore 
| conclude, all that be in open league with the Devill ought to. 
die. And the Scripture maketh mention onely of ten forts, which. 
fpeakes rather of thofe called the good, which the world (o much 
ruanes after,then the other. As we may read: F'icft in Deut. 18. 
10.2 Kings 17.1.0f a Diviner forefhewing things to come.Such the 
people delighted in and confulted with, fer. 27. 9. Ezek, 21. 22. 
Such an one was Balaam, Iof. 13. 22. 

Secondly, We read in Deut. 18. 10. of an Obferver of times, 
or Soothfayer, one which by gaping on the Heavens could alfo 
foretell fomething. ^ Totheíe likewife did thc people give eare, 
Jer. 27. 9.And fuch an one was Manaffes, 2 Chron.33.6.And what 
was Elimas the Sorcerer fpoken of in the As ? 

Thirdly, weread in Deut. 18. 10. of an Obferver of times, 
or fcarcher out ; Onewhich obferved times to know when it was 
beft to begin a bufineffe: as Hamans Witches did by cafting of 
lotsbefore him. Of this Manaffes alfo was guilty , 2 Chro. 33 .6. 
To which might be added that in Hefter: 5. 7. and 9. 24» 

Fourthly, we read in Deut. 18. 10.. Ifa. 47. 12. of a Magician, 
one that could deccive the Eye-fight by making fomething to ap- 
peare otherwife then it is. Such Pharaoh called to him to oppofe* 
Mofes. Herein , Jannes and. Jambres , of whom Saint Paul fpeak- 
eth of, were guilty, and fo likewife was Manaffes, 2 Chron. 33.6. 

Fifthly, we read in Deut. 18. 11. ofan Inchanter , or Con- 
jurer; one'joyned in league with another, asthe Witch. is with 
the Devill. Such an one uled Charmes to tame Serpents, Ffal. 58. 
s. Many fuch were in Babylon, Ifa. 47.9. and Eccl. 10. 11. 

Sixthly, we read in Deu’. 18. 11. Lev. 20. Of one which hath a 
ípirit in him or her which doth give anfwer to fuch as come to ìn- 
quire of them. Such an one wasthe Witch of Endor , Sam.28. 
Such an one was the Pythoneffe which brought her. Miítris much 
gaine, Aës 16. InIía. 29. 4 called a Whifperer. To fuch-the 
people had reguard, Lev. 19. 21. and incouraged one another 
thereunto, Ja. 8. 19. 

Seventhly,.wee read in Deut.18. 11. of a Wizzard, v Sam. 28. 
9. One alfo which could foretell fome things, and fo called for 
his orher foreknowledge ; as now we terme them a wife man, or 
à wife woman. After this fort the people fought alfo, Lev. 19.318 
and 20. 6. Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, we readin Dey. 18. 41. ofa Negromancer, one that 
con(ulteth with the dead. 1:5. $. 9, 

Ninthly, we read in Ija. 1 9.3. of a VVhifperer , with fecret 
or foft words , as our white VVitckes doe, indcavour'ng to 
help man or beall. To thefe the e£» yptiars fought after,as they cid 
to their Idolls , as in the laft torementioned place is oxy rcfled. 
Thefe are now ( as l bave read) tranflated Charmers. 

Tenthly ,we read in Exod. 8. 11° offuch as Pharasi fought to, 
as we call them Fuglers, deceivers, beguiling the eye-fight, Some 
hold them tobe catters of Nativicies, which tel? people their for- 
tune by the time of their birth. Thefe areonely expreffed in the 
Old Teftament : But the New fpeaketh , as I may fay, onely in 
generall againít V Vitch-craft , which comprehends all the ten a- 
forementioned. And therefore it cannot be denyed , belides their 
confelfions herafter herein expreffed,but that there are {uch to chis 
time,and that they all ought to fuffer alike, which have made an 
expreffe league with the Devill. An art fo execrable, to renounce 
God, and to betake themfelves to the Devill, as.for this thing 
onely they defetve death in the higheft degree : for the Law of 
God faith without exception, Thou fhalt not fuffer a VVitch to 
live, Exod. 22 18. Ita Witch juftly convicted, Death is due to fuch 
an one, Levit. 20. 27. For, for thofe abominations the Lord ut- 
"d deftroyed the Canaanites, and plagued Maneffes, which wick- 
neffe of his was fo abhorred of God, asin his difpleafure hce 
mentioned it many yeares after , as a caufe of removing the 
Fewes from their Land, and of leading them away captive into a 
ftrange Land, Fer. 15. 4. And did not good King Fofiab put fuch 
forrstodeah thet hemight fulfill the Law? 2 Kings 23.24. And 
fo did Saul, Sun. 28. Nay , bath net the Lord threatned great 
Judgements in the aforemenzior: paces? Yea, and doth he nct 
by the P. ophet promife to cut otf VVirch-cratts and Soothfav- 
ers, wh:nhe intends co bleffe a Nation ? Mic. 5. 12. 

Now, who they be that make this expretfe or open league, a:e 
both forts. But for the hurting and curiing VVitch , there is but 
one fort. All which makes this cxpreffe or open league; and they 
doe it ónely for mifchief, though fcverall wayes : for they take 
their Familiars: Some for one mifchief;fome for another. VV ben 
as there be two forts of the other ; the one in expreffe and open 
league, for fo] tearme it, though made never fo fecret, bccaute ic 
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is don: by conference with the Devill; And the other is by im- 
plicit, or fecret league, onely by confidence in believing, that {uch 
orfuch aching fhall produce fuch, or {uch an efet. Now the 
firft of theíe two have Familiars, as well as che other , or ac leatt 
a brand, by which they may be known and diícerned by , as well 
as the frit. Some to fet fpells ; Some Charmes ; Some to cure dif- 
eafes (everall wayes , either by words, or wathing clothes, or a- 
anoynting the Inftrument which gave the wound to cure the 
wound; Some onely by laying on ofc their hands; Some by u- 
fing and faying fuperfticious words, or forme of prayers, ufing 
good words to bad ends; Some by both ; Some by herbes ; Some 
to know where ftolen goods be, either by raifing the Devill , or 
Familiar Spirits ; Some onely by words, and fo likewife the fame 
for loft goods , or manorbeait, andto bring them againe ; and 
fo by many fuch like wayes and meanes doe thefe worke by : Yet 
many times they erre, all of thefe: For the Devill cannot per- 
forme his promites at all times. So that it is not to be qaettioned, 
but all thefe forts are in league with the Devill. For ic is not to 
be doubted, but before any of them can have power to doe any 
thing, againít, or for any parry, orhave any defired ends effe- 
&ed, the league expreffe or implicitis firt made ; bee it expreffe 
then confirmed ; but for the Ccnfirmation hereof their confeffi- 
ons will make it plainely appeare , and plaine proofes and reafons 
for he other, that they contidently trutt that their defires fhall 
be effe&ed accordingly to their beliefe, as the curing Witches 
doe of them which come to them for help. All which I will make 
plainely appeare, when | come to fpeake how they may be known. 
For here fome may firt demand of mee what forts of people they 
be ot either forts? 

lantwer, as for the firft fort moft women, and for the other 
moft men. And albeit there be of both forts of both : as Elimas 
the Sorcerer, and Simos Maur, and fo likewife Balaam , and the 
Witch of Endor, and of thefe young, middle, and old age, of 
which inftances may be given; Yet of. Witches in generall , there 
be commonly morc women then men. Thisis evident. 

Firft, from Gods Law againft Witches, Exod. 22. In the femi- 
nine gender, freftigiatticem ne finito vivere. 

Secondly, from Sau!s fpeech, when he faid, Sceke one Out, 

a woman that hath a familiar (pirit,Sam.28 7.1 Chron. 10 13, 14. 

in naming a woman and not a man. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly , from experience it is found true here, and in all 
Countries, efpecially of hurting Witches, that they are moft in 
number, as appeares by their owne conteflions, with the ftories 
and relations even from thefe in our owne Kingdome. As ot 
thofect Burton-Old, where there met above fourefcore at a time ; 
And ac Tilbroche bufhes in Beufordfbier, necce adjacent to Catworth; 
in Huatinatonfbeir, where there met above twenty ar one time , as 
john Wynick and others confeffed who (uffered at Huntington lati 
May was two yeares: Asalfo by the contellions of tome others 
which (uffered at Northampton not long before ; So Jikewife were 
thofe which met at Manningtree in Effex, as Elizabeth Clarke, 
and Anne Leech confeffed , and thofe which were condemned, 
there being about twenty eight, at Chelmsford , in the fummer 
1645. were( asl remember ) all women. And .thofe at Bu- 
rie Saint Edmunds, where fixtie eight were (as ] likewife remem- 
ber ) condemned, moft women , All at one Goale delivery, in the 
fummer 1645. So I could nominate farre more inftances in other 
places , and of about two hundred executed fince the faid May, 
1645. in the feverall Counties aforementioned, the women farre 
exceeded the men in number. And as J have read , thofe in 
Lancafbeire, where ninteene affembled, and but two men, and that 
th ofe that bewitched the Earle of Rutland were women ; and that 
thofe of Harboyes were women, and but one man. Women there- 
fore without queftion exceed men, efpecially of the hurting 
Witches ; but for the other, | have knowne more men, and have 
heard fiich as have gone to them fay ,almoft generally they bz men, 
and fo likewife finde them to be foin Authors, which fpeake of 
fuch, and never knew any women queflioned in that way but 
men , and of them as hitherto not many ; For as before, men ra- 
ther uphold them, and fay, why (bould any man be queítioned 
fordoing good; but | am certaine the word of God is con- 
trary. ? 
Now, why it fhould be that women exceed men in this kiud, 1 
will not fay,that Satans (etting upon thefe rather then man is, or 
like to be, becaufe of his unhappy onfet and prevailing with Eve; 
or their more credulous nature , and apt to bee milled > for that 
they be commonly impatient, and being difpleafed more malici- 
cus, and fo more apt to revenge according to their power, and 
thercoy more fit intruments for the Devill ; or that;becaufe they 
C be. 
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be more ready to be teachers of Witchcraft to others , and to 
leave it co Children, fervants, or to fome others ( buc that you 
fhall finde to bea great inducement thereto by their Confeflions ) 
or that, becaufe, where they can command they are more fierce in 
their rule, and revengefull in fetting fuch on worke whom they 
can command,wheretore the Devill laboureth mof to make them 
Witches : for Satan is fubtill,and feeketh whom he may devoure, 
and i£ falfeteachers. 

But as Saint Paul faith, VVitchcraft being amongft the fruits 
of the flefh, one may fall into this tinne as well as into any other 
C if God prevent it not ) and therefore whether men or women, 
Thefe forts following are the apteft, as by experience plainely ap- 
peares amongit us now a dayes. 

I paffe by Infidels , and Heathen people in former times ( from 
whom thefe abominations mentioned in Deut. 18, 10, 11. came 
into Ifrael, and favage Nations now (among whom) by Tra- 
vellers relations, V V itchcraft is moft rife ) and will fpeake anely 
of fuch forts as-be called Chriftians, and thefe be, 

Firft, ignorant people whofe eyes are blinded by Satan, 2 Cor.4- 
4.and are led captive by him, as is faid in another place. 

This appeareth in thofe VVitches commonly detected amongft 
us, filly ignorant pérfons many of them. Elizabeth Deekes of 
Ratlefden, in Suffolk, afilly ignorant young woman being found 
with the markes, confeffed that fhe was guilty , and had two 
crop eared Impes, as (he faid , which had fucked two or three 
times upon thofe markes found upon her , which [mpes ( fbe 
faid)came like Mice; the cne white, which fhe called Birds, being 
the leaft,the other gray,which fhe called Teates which Impe asked 
her to denye God „and Chrilt, and told her if (he would the (hould 
never want, but (he faid the then refufed. Whereupon (the faid ) 
her mother asked her to pive her foule from God to the Devill, 
which( fhe faid ) {he likewife refufed : buc as fhe was going to bed, 
cither upon a paire of ftaires, or ladder, her motheft-pulled her 
back in niuch danger of her lite, and confeffed many cther things 
then morezt large. But for her ignorance (he was faved at firtt, 
when her mo her fulfered, yet afterward, notwithftanding this, 
and her refuling thofe temptations, the confeffed, (he did make a 
] eague and Covenant with the Devill, and fealed it with her 
bloud, anJimployed thofelmpes, to the much prejudice of her 
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Neighbours and Townfmen , as fhe confeffed before the Juftice 
of Peace. Alló Foane Wallis of Keyflon , in Hiwuntingtonfeir, a ve- 
ry ignorant, fotcith woman, contetled the Devill came to her in 
the likenetle of a man, in blackish cloathing , but had cloven feer, 
which the called Blackman,who ufed to lie with her, and have the 
ien ler body,yet fhe confelled he was more uglier then man, and 
not as her husband, which (peaks to her like a man, but he ashe 
had been (ome diftance from her when he was with her, who told 
her, if fhe would be ruled by him fhe fhould never want , but 
thould have what fhe defired , and brought her two others the 
third time he came, which (fhe faid fhe called Grizzell, and Gree- 
digut , for fo Che faid ) they called chemfelves, and thatthofe, af- 
ter fhee had confented to the other his demands , and confirmed 
the Covenant , fhe could and did imploy as (hee then further 
confefied, both to the Townfemten, and after to the Juftice of 
Peace, and fome of the mifchiefes fhe had done. Ennumerable of 
thefe inftances 1 could nominate in many of their Confeflions, as 
you fhall finde in fome of thofefollowing. Buc } delire to Anfwer 
one objection before | proceed further (that is ) (ome fay, and 
many will and doe fay ; Butyou watched them, and kept them 
from meat,drinke, or reft,and fo made them {ay what you would. 
A very unnatural] part fo to ufe Chriftians.] anfwer fo it were.Buc 
I never knew any deprived of meat, drinkeor reft, but Rad what 
was fitting till they were carried before fome Jufticeof Peace tobe 
examined , and had provifion to reft upon, as bolfters, pillowes, 
or Cufhions, and fach like, if they were kept where no beds were ; 
yet I doe not deny but at firft, fome were kept two, three, or foure 
dayes, perchance fomewhat bafer, bue then it hath been, either 
when no Juftice of Peace was neere, or when the witneffes againft 
them could not goe fooner, but then they have had beds, and for 
other provifion, | never knew any kept , of what ranke or qua- 
lity foever, but that they had better provifion, either meate or 
drinke,then at their own,houfes. For the watching, itis not to ufe 
violence, or extremity to force them to confeffe , but onely the 
keeping is, Grít, to fee whether any of their fpiiits , or familiars 
come to or neere them ; for! have found,that ifthe time be come, 
the fpirit or Impe fo called fhould come, it will be either vifibfe 
or invifible, if vifible, then it may bee difcerned by thof in the 
Foome, if invifible, then by the party.. Secondly , it is for this 
Cr2 
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end alfo, that if the pactizs which watch them, be fo carefull that 
none come villble, nor inviuble buc may be difcerned ,— it they 
follow their directions, then tlie party prelently atter the tite 
their Familiars thould have comejif they faile, will prefently cosu- 
fefie , for chen they thinke they will either come rs mace, or ai 
leaft have forfaken them. 

Thirdly, itisalfo to the end, that Godly Divines and o- 
thers might difcourfe with them , and idle perfons be kept from 
them, for if any of their fociety cometothemto difcourfe with 
them, they will never confeffe; This was obferved at Bury Saint 
Edmunds in Suffolk , as] remember, when there were eightcene to 
be executed ; molt of them kept in a Barne together, they made 
a Covenant amongft themfelves, notto confeffe a word next day 
at the gallowes, when they were to be hanged, notwithflanding 
they had formerly confeffed , and fome of them after they came 
into the Goale, ahd fome before the Bench and Country , but 
moft of them ( if not all) before Anu of the Peace, and 
{o dyed next day accordingly very defperately , except one pe- 
nitent woman which refufed their Covenant or agreement : fo 
fhe made it knowne , and how they madeia finging of a Pfalme 
after they had done it. But if honeft godly people difcourfe with 
them, laying the hainoufneffe of their fins to them, and in what 
condition they are in without Repentance, and telling them the 
fubtileies of the Devill , and the mercies of God , thefe wages 
will bring them to Confeflion without extremity , ic will make 
them brcake into Confeffion hoping for mercy. 

Now that the Impes come vifible , it is true and apparent, and 
(o watching hath produced true and ftrange effe&s, and is a great 
meanes (under God) to bring them to confeffion, as for exam- 
ple; Elizabeth Clarke of Manningtree in Effex, being kept three 
dayes and three nights , fhee confeffed many things, but how 
the was kept | know not well, for 1 came not at her during that 
time,notwithftanding I lived then in Towne, and was one. which 
caufed her to be quefiioned , who did accufe fome others which 
lived in their feveral] Parifhes, the Townfemen deíired me to goe 
with her confcffion taken in writing by another, to the Juftices 
of the Peace for a warrant for thofe (he accufed , the warrant was 
made for the fearching of fuch perfons as I thould nominate, 
whereupon,! wou!d fir goe to her before the Warrant fhould 
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be ferved, to know of her who fhe did accufe ; Mr. Hopkin be- 
ing with mee went together, and when ] had asked her who fhee 
hadaccu(ed , we were agoing away; but fhe faid to us, if you 
will tay, I will hew you my Impes, for they bee ready to come. 
Then faid Mr. Hopkin . Befle, willthey doc us no harme? no faid 
fhe, what? did you thinke lam afraid of my children ? you (hall 
fit downe, fo wee did, where fhe appointed us. Then one of the 
company which was appointed to be with her chat night, faid to 
her, Beffe, lasked you a quetlion of late, but you aníwered not, 
then fhe faid, what is it? Then he repl yed and faid, tell the trath, 
if it be the truth, fay fo, but if not truth, then fay fo, Hath noc 
the Devill had the ufe of your body? fhefaid, why fhould you 
aske fuch a queítion ? he anfwerd, 1 delire to know the truth and 
no otherwife, then fhe fetched a figh, and faid, itis true, then faid 
Mr. Hopkin, in what manner and likeneffe came heto you ? fice 
faid, like a tall; proper, black haired gentleman, a properer man 
then your felfe, and being asked which (be had rather Jie withaH. 
fhee faid the Devill , and fo particularized cvery thing , and 
how heecame in, and his habit, and how he lay with her, 
and {poke to her , as (hethen affirmed to bee truth, and fo 
prefently fell a {macking with her lips and called Lought two 
orthree times, whichprefently appeared to us eight ( Forthere 
were fix which were appointed to bee with her that night, before 
we went ) in the likenefle of a Cat , as fhe had formerly oli us 5 
for (he told us before what fhapes they fhould come in,and fo that 
prefently vanifhed 5 then fhe called againeas before, Jermarah, 
then appeared another, like a red or fandic (potted dog, with legs 
not fo long asa finger (to our perceivance ) but his back as broad 
astwo dogs, or broader, of that bigneffe , and vanilhed, and fo 
after that called more, as before, by their feverall names, which 
came in feverall fhapes , One like a Greyhound, with legs as long 
asaStagge; Another like a Ferric; And one like a Rabbit Pans 
fo in feverall (hapes they appeared to us, till there were fome fe- 
ven oreipght feen ; Some by fome of us, and others by other fome 
of us; then I asked herif they werenot all come, for there were 
more come then fhe {poke of, fheanfwered that they came dou- 
ble in feverall fhapcs, but faid, one was ftill to come, which was 
to teare mee in peecet, then | asked her why, (hefaid, becaufel 
wouldhave fwome her, and told me that now (hee would bee 

© 3 even 


16 AConfirmation and Difcovery of Witchcraft. 


even with mee, and fo told in what manner it fhould come,black, 
and like a Toade, and fo afterward did come , as the ref? averred 
that faw it, and fo the confetled their meetings, and the manner 
how they wor(hipped the Devill at their meetings , and faid to 
us, they that be found with theíe markes that 1 am found with- 
all, are without quefition Witches, yetfaid, chat there might be 
(ome Witches which had not thofe markes; but affirmed it over 
and over again, that all thofe chat had thofe markes were Witches, 
and had familiar fpirits which fucked of them, and fo confefled 
what mi(chiefe (he had done with her Impes, in a very large man- 
ner, and fo did next day, after (he had flept ; for che Juftice gave 
me order that fhe (hould fleepe before he examined her , lek {hee 
had not flept before, and fo Í did accordingly, and yet thee then 
confeífed at large before two Jultices of the Peace, and how thee 
would have been my death ; this was the firt accufed, and her 
markes and confeflion, the beginning of our knowledge: Yet I 
confeffe, the markes be difficult to finde from naturall markes; as 
I (hall hereafter declare. Rebecca Weft of Lamford, in Effex, who 
was ( as fhe confeffed ) married to the Devill, and the manner, 
had an Impe came to her in the time (he was kept, but of her 
confeilion more at large hereafter. * Alfo Elizabeth Finch of Wat- 
fon in Suffolke, EE that about twenty yeares before íhee 
was found with the markes, the Devill appearedto herin the 
likeneffe oc a {moaky coloured Dog, which asked' her to deny 
God and Chri(t , which (be faid, upon his promifes fhe did, and 
let him have blond to feale , or confirme the Covenant or agree- 
ment; and that foone after that, there cametwo more; black on 
the backs and reddith on the belliks, which fucked her two or 
three times a week, upon thofe markes that were found on her, 
and that fometimes fhe fetched bloudin other places for them, 
and gave itto them; fhe alfo had her Impes came vifible ; For 
fhe confeffed in the time (ice was kept, one which was with her 
to looke to her, faw onc ot them , and flung it into tbe fire, 
which (he affirmed was one of her Impes , and chat whileft they 
were bulie about that, thinking to burne it, the confefled the o- 
ther came, and threw her out of the chaire fhe fate in,which hurt 
her forehead aud wrelt, which was done acccrdingly , and fo 
further confeffed. OE thefe T could bring diverfeinftances, but I 
will proceed They come likewile inviiible; as one Binkes of Ha- 
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verill had an Impe fucking of her whilit fhe was talking with o- 

thers, and prefently confeffed it Another whileft I was in the 
roome with her, at Huntington, I perceived by her carriage that 
fhe was afucking her Impes, Spirits, or Familiars fo called ; I lay- 
ed it to her charge,but the denied it: Yet prefently after fhe con- 
feffed ic was truth, when fhe was asked by the Jultice of Peace. 
Andas I remember , it wasthe fame woman; but yam fure of 
Keyfton in Huntington(bier,and (o was fhe, that co the thinking of 
two which were with her, {he fate ftill in her chaire, when two 
more in the yard faw her goe out into the yard, and her going in 

againe ; This woman confeffed the Devill fate in her Hikeneffe, 
and (he went out, and fuckled her Impes in the yard, as the other 
two affirmed. So in the fame Towne, one Clarkes wife skipped 
out ata holein a Rone wall, above halfe a foot thick, which was 
{ome nine Inches long, and (ome foure and a halfe broad, all the 
one fide head and all, and but little to bee feen of her but one 
leg ; and the hole was neere a yard and halfe from the ground, 
and yet one pulled her back againe, and afterward went away, 

nobody knew how : yet I fay, if thofe which looke to them be 
carefull, it is to be difcerned ; this is apparent by that I nomina- 
ted at Huntington. And fo at Codman in Syffolhe, being told how 
a woman there carried her felfe , 1 caufed her to be fearched a- 
gaine, and there was alteration cfthe markes, and the wogian 
prefently confeffed it, and nade a large confeffion ; and fo it hath 
been common in all our proceedings, and a great caufe for keep- 
ing them; for thebloud hath fometimes been found on the end 
of the marke,or to be ftroked owt when they be taken on a fud- 

daine, Asl could inftance the one halfe of their confeflicns ; but 
becaufe it is (o apparent, linllance no furuher. But now to ma- 

nifeft that good Countell will doe it , and fo likcwife without 
keeping ; for I hold they two depend moft upon one: Then fay 1, 
that upon good exhortations after the markes found, they nay 

be brought to confellion, either by kecping, though cvery thing 
neceffary be afforded them, as Í neve: did otherwife , but now 

lately keepe none, or not above one night till we gae thenc>, and 

ver have their confellions. Witniffe thole executed at Elie, a litle 
before Michaelmas laft, who made large conf«flions. Alfo onc 
at Chatterifb there; One at March there; Andanother at J} im- 


Elington theresnow lately found, fill to be tryed, who made very 
large 
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large confeflions , efpecially the firft two 3 Nicholas Hempftead of 
Creeting in Suffolke, being found, upon exhortations, and laying 
the hainoufneife of thefinne, and Gods Judgements, and Gods 
mercie,and the like, notwith(tanding hee at firit railed on mein 
very approbious tearmes , yet prefentlg fent forme, and would 
have asked mee forgivenelle , he prefently confeffed shat hee had 
madea league and Covenant with the Devill , and how hee had 
confirmed it with his bloud ; And the thape of his Impes , and of 
the Devill when they covenanted, and how he Killeda horfe of 
oncof theConltables, becaufe he preffed him for a fouldier, and 
five of the bth horfes in Colonell Rochefters Troope ;’ And di- 
vers other thingshe had done, making avery large confetfion, 
with a great deale of penitency and forrow, which hee fo conti- 
nued in (asi fince heard ) to his very execution without alte- 
ration. To this] might adde, Henry Carrs hereafter mentioned; 
And the boyes next, after the objections anfwered, and diverfe o- 
thers which you fhall here finde ; but becaufe it falleth out better, 
when | fhall fpeake how to difcover them, I leave here ; hoping 
this is fufticient for that objection, if not, I will anfwer more ful- 
ly, as occafion fhall ferve. But then fome will fay, you (wome 
(ome of them, efpecially ac the firft,was not that extremity ? l an- 
(wer, that hath been ufed, and! durft not goe about to cleere my 
felíc of it, becaufe formerly l uled it, butit was at fuch time of 
the yeare as when none tooke any harme byit, neither did! ever 
doe it but upon their owne requelt ; and were to fuch as firt were 
found with the markes; but now lately, there hath been no fuch 
courte taken thar I know of. For Tam of opinion, that itis one 
way of diltrufting of Gods providence , putting confidence that 
that (hall bring fich or fuch an effet, or event ; neither was ite- 
ver given in or taken, that I know,as an evidence again(t any,nor 
ufed by any of us but the firft fümmer, from March,-or May 1645. 
to bout the middle of Anert next following ; when JudgeCor- 
bolt that now is, forwarned it ; When Divines gave their opinion 
of the unlawfuineffe thereof, it hath ever fince been left, and not 
many before fo uled : Notwithftanding, ic was chen the defire of 
fuch perfons themfelves, thinking thereby to cleare themfelves, 
whereas it fell out otherwifz, Yet under favour, Let me fpeake 
one thin; that I have found in that way 5 that it is a true rule in 
one relpect, thatthe vvater entreth not into any of them, when 


at 
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it will into a free perfon, though they (wimme both alike; for 
fo they will, if the water be inchanted, but the free perfon will 
prefencly be choaked, when the other lye topling on the water, 
itriving to get their heads, or themfelves under the water , but 
cannot , neither can they bring out water in their mouthes, 
though they be foretold of it, nor {pic cleare water ; for the water 
enters them- not when it will the other Thus farre I have obferved, 
or further : But becaufe it is held unlawfull, 1 (hould be forry to 
{peake any thing, either co give offence to any, or to bea meanes 
to animate any in fuch courfes. For if any did confeffe , rather 
then to goe into the water, ortocome out of the water, or pre- 
fently after, except they had been fhitted, and refrefhed every 
way, andknowne to be in perfet memory, it hath been taken 
as no evidence ; and fo hath all other forcement been. But there 
is one, a very remarkable thing concerning this, that was done at 
Saint Neotts in Huntingtenfbire, ofa woman that had been fearched 
two orthree times,and not found, for they can hide their markes 
fometimes,as you fhall heare after herein,yet was {till in great ful 
picion of many of the Townfmen to be guilty (the brand is dift- 
cult to finde if fhe had notice) and the rather, for that fhe fled, or 
went away after fhe was (earched twice, for (ome are not found 
at firit yetbe in the end : So at her returne fome vvould {wim her, 
and did,fhe (wum apparently, where they had formerly caft-a free- 
nian in, tyed after che fame manner, fhe was not further medled 
with then. But as I have heard, and in part from the man himfelf, 
where the act fhould be done, A Dog was feen in his yard, which a 
Mattie Dog would not feizeon,but his fon ftroke at the Dog,and 
hatt him two or three blowes over the back,up to the fhoulders- 
ward, prefently a gelt bitch feized on him, and bit him on the 
neck , and gave him fome fhuckes, andthen the Dog got away : 
fo it remained, but this woman not being feen in the ftreet as 
formerly , was caufed to be viewed ; and found bitten on the 
neck, or bruifed on the other parts in a moft fearfull manner. 
Thefeare fome fimilitudes, that there is fomething in fwimming 
Cif lawfull) but to proceed. Thisone more, that ignorant peo- 
ple are moft apt tobe Witches, as afore faid. Of aBoy in Ratle/- 
don aforefaid , who was accufed, when he was under nine ycares 
of age, when all know he could not be of much capacity , hee 


without watching, or keeping, voluntarily confeffed, that hee 
D fuckled 
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fuckled an Inipe, and had itat commend to doe michicte, and no- 
minated fome , as the kiliing of fome Chickiugs , and fome c- 
ther mifchiefes he hadtlien done, as he confefled, together with 
the reafons he cauted his Impe co kill che Chickens, which 
was, becaufe the man which owed them had chidden him for 
fpoyling his gratfe, when, as he faid, they did it fo the next time 
he faw them there, he did it. This boy being young, 1 ((uppofe 
the Jury had hopes of his amendment , as | confeffe ] then had ) 
he was then releafed, and vvent to the Towne againe,- where he 
continued fome time, and was fufpected againe for further mit- 
chiefe, and fo apprehended againe, and put into prifon, where he 
then volurtarily confeffed likewife his renewing of the league 
and Covenant with the Devill, and the fealing of it with his 
bloud, after his mother vvas hanged; for fhe fuffered for Witch- 
craft, about the Michaelmas 1645. and then was he firft gueftio- 
ned, and thache had more familiar fpirits, or Impes, as they call 
them , and chat the Devill appeared to him, in thelikeneffe of a 
black brovvne Mare, and would carrie him whither hee defired, 
and confeffed abundance of mi(chiefe he had done, between thc 
time he was releafed, and committed againe. But after hee was 
in Burie Goale, not long before the Aflizes, the firit {ince thefe 
warres , the Goaler mifling a Prifoner in the morning, which he 
had over night, a notorious offender, whom he kept double 
fhackled, the Goaler queftioned this boy, and upon fome threat- 
ning fpeeches, the boy confeffed, that he was gone home on his 
Mare over the walls, and (hewed where, and told him he fhould 
ände him with his wife; whereupon, the Goaler fent forthwith 
rothe Prifoners houfe, being at leaft twelve miles, and there 
found him at his hcufc, as the boy had faid, having fhackles on 
ashe went out. Will this with the other give you fatistaction? 
but | might adde to this, fuperficious and Idolacrous perfons. 
Buc I paffe, intending onely to take the heads , agreeing with 
the confeflions of V itches, 

Secondly, malicious people, full cf revenge, having hearts 
{wolne with rancour, upon the leatt difp'eafure, with bitter ban- 
nings and curfes , threatning revenge , or rcquiralls : this is 
manifeft by the nature , quality, words, and deeds of Witches 
convicted, who have fFewed themfelves to be fuch, as ever found 
fo to be, asthe faid Fein Winiitch confeft , that when hee lived 
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a> "iato: in Asribamptofteir, he having loithis purfe with 
fynefiven lilting: init, as hewas ina Barne, where he lived , 
there in an Inne, as hee was making up of bottles of hay , hee 
vas in a paliion for lis parfe and money, and in fuch a rage of 
banning, and curling , that he wastaying tohimtelfe, would hee 
knew where he might goe toa cunning man forit , for have it 
he would, though he went to the Devill forit; (here was a pic- 
parednefie for the Devill) for he contetled, the Devill appeared to 
him immediately, in the likeneffe ota Beare, but not above the 
bigneile of a Rabbit, yvhich told him , if hee would fall downe 
and worlhip him, he would help him to his purfe, and money a- 
gaine, and that he (hould have ic where hettood, next day about 
the fame time ; fo hedid fall downe and wortftip him; And next 
day he came ayaine, to fce for his purfe and money, aud found it 
accordingly , butconfeffed, thatbefore he could tell it , che De- 
vill in the tame fhape appeared to him againe, and told him, hee 
mut fall downe and worfhip him againe, and then he fell doyne, 
and (aid, Oh my Lord, my God , Vthanke thee, «nd then hee 
asked him co deny God, and Chrift, and to ferve him as Lord, 
andthen he (hould never want , vvhich he confeffed he con- 
fented to, then he demanded bloud, and he bade him take it, fe 
he skipped on histhoulder, and fetched bloud with his claw, on 
the fide of his head, which marke was (een at his Tryall ; Then 
lic confeffed, chere appeared two more, vvhich the firft told him 
hee mult wor(hip alfo, and take them for his Gods , and they 
ibould be at his command, and fo he faid, he did ; then that like 
a Beare turned likea Ratt, and fo thofe fucked on the three marks 
i found on him, after. to the time he was taken, at their times ap- 
pointed, and vvere at his command, as he then confcffed more at 
large, beforethe Juftices of the Peace, and confeffed at the Gal- 
iuwes likewife, che lait words he (poke. Alfo one Moores wife of 
Suttons inthe Hleof Elie, in the County of Cambrid;e, after the 
had confelled the league and Covenant made, and fealed vvith her 
»loud, confetfed, that fhe fent one of her Impes to kill aman, or 
at lealt co hurt to him; for that she had bought a Pigge of him, 
tor two shillings and two pence, und paid him/two shillings, and 
afterward he comming by her dore, asked her for ir, which man; 
was foone after taken fick, and in his fickneffe, cryed out of her, 
laying ne could not depart iig uutill hee had fpoken with 
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her, foshe wasfent for, but she refufed, whereupon ( he lying 
in fuch extremity) she was by fome of his friends, at his rcqueft, 
being fo delirous to fpeake with her in fuch extremity, forced to 
goe tohim, and then toone after he dyed, according as hee for- 
merly faid; So this woman confelfed divers other things, and 
feemed to be very penitent, and forry for it, for she wept ec her 
tryall, and conteffed her felfe guilty. before the Judge, Bench, 
and Country ; But what she did after, or at her Execution! know 
not. Thomazine Ratcliffe of. Shellie,in Suffolke, confeffed, that it 
was malice that had brought her co that she was come to, meaning 
Witchcraft; for she contefled, that foone after her husbands de- 
ceafe, above twenty yeares before her confeffion , there came 
one in the likeueffe of a man, into bed to her , which {poke 
with a hollow, shrill voyce, and told her, he would be a loving 
husband to her, if she would confencto him, which shefaid, she 
did, and then he told her, he would revenge her of all her ene- 
mies, and that she should never miffe any thing, in which-she 
faid, she found him a lyer, but faid , chat Satan often tempted 
her to banning , fwearing, and curling , which shee confeffed 
she did ufc a long time , andthat many times it fell out accord- 
ingly, and that she, falfmg out with one Martins wife, who had 
achild drowned , tor that she called her Witch, faying, she was 
the caufe of the childs drowning, she bad her goe homeand look 
tothe reft , let she loft more, and one died fuddenly after. Alfo 
Anne Rardall of Lauenbam in Suffolke, after she had confeffed the 
Covenant, for ftill you muft remember, chat is firftdone, before 
the Devill, or their Familiars, or Impes, act, or doe any thing, 
conteffed that she had two Impes, which were heavie anu foft,buc 
came in the likeneffe of Cats, or Kitlins, ofa blew colonr, cal- 
led Hangman, and «cob , and that thofe fucked on the markes 
were found apon her body, fome thirty yeares together : fonie- 
t mes oncea weeke, fometimes once a fortnight, and that shee 
{ nt her Impe Hangman to Kill a horfe of one William Baldwins 
of Thorpe fome two miks from Lavenham, for that she asked 
himto bring her in fome wood , and he bad her pay for that she 
had had frit; and the Imperetu;ned, and told her he had done, 
Le had killed two, fer they were lanquelled together, (ohe killed 
them both , which horfes were killed (but in fuch a tempeh )as 
was (uppofed by a Devill iu Thunder, untill she confeffed it of 
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her felfe. Alfo she confeffed , that being at Stephen Humfries 
in Thorpe atorefaid, and a begging for Almes, hee came home 
well,and fhe being at the doore, he chid her,or gave her fuch words 
as (be liked not.ct; Asfhe went over the way from the houfe, her 
Impe Hangman appeared to her, and asked her what he fhould 
doe, andshebad him goe and kill one of his Hogs, which thee 
(aw, which fhe faid he did before fhe was out of fight, which 
Hog died accordingly. Likewife the further confeffed, that the 
being angry with one Mr. Coppinger of Lavenham , fhe fent her 
Impe 7acob to carry away bulkes, which he had caufed to-be laid 
to tence his fences, above one load, here fome , and there fome, 
all along by the hedge fide, as they were to be hedged out, and 
in one night they were gone, no man knew what way, untill 
fuch time as fhe confeffed her Impe did ic But as l have fince heard, 
they were knownc to be in ancther mans ground, who confelled, 
they came the fame night) but how, he knew not till then. Alo 
a young man of Denford, in Nortbampuonfbire , who fuffered for 
Witchery {ince the faid time, at Northampton ,- Confefled , that 
he fent one of his Impes, to one Coches Cattell of Derford, be- 
caufe he would not let him keep them, andthe Cattell ranne fo 
viclently away foming» that the owner had much adoe to catch 
them with a horfe , and more to get them home into his yarda- 
gaine; an] fo many other things he confeffed, as I could parti- 
cularly inftance.. And fo for this, | hopeitis fufficient, to give 
all fatisfa&ion, for all confeflions , or moft of them at leafh, 
tend to prove this in fome part. Thofe that are given to 
over much curiofity, to feeke after vaine Knowledge , in pride 
of heart to goebcyond others; to underftand fecret and hidden 
things, to know things to come. Such are thofe, as not bound- 
ing themfelves within the limits of reafon, nor of Gods reveal- 
ed will, fall fowle unawares upon the Devill , and are in great 
dangerto be intrapped by him, and made his flaves by his intice- 
ments. Thus was Parfon Lowis taken, who had been a Minitters 
Cas I have heard ) in one Parith above forty yeares , in. Suffolhe, 
betore he was condemned , but had been indited for a common 
imbariiter, and tor Witchcraft, above thirty yéares before,and the 
grand Jury (as! have heard) found rhe bill fora common im- 
barriter, who now, after he was found withthe markes , in his 
confeilion, heconfefled, that in prideof heart, to be equall, or 
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rather above God, the Devill tooke advantage of him, and hee 
covcnanted with the Devill, and fealed it wich his blaud , and 
had three Familiars or fpirits , which fucked on the markes 
found.upon his body , M. did much harme , both by Sca and 
Land, efpecially by Sea, for he confeffed, that he being at Lan- 
carfort. in Suffolbe, where he preached, as he walked upon the wall, 
or workes there, he faw a great fail: of Ships pafe by, andshat 
a‘ they were failing by, one of bis three Impes , nanxly his yel- 
tow one, forthwith appeared ro bini, and asked, bhim what hre 
fhould doe, and hebade ic gog did jjnze tush a Saip, and Iiiw- 
elhisImpea new Ship, amonglt rhe ixi ite of theret (ast re- 
member) one that belonged to Ipjmicb , fo he confeticd the Impe 
went forthwith away , and he ftood 1 ill, and viewed the Ships 
on the Sea as they were a fayling,an i perceived chat Ship immedi- 
ately, to be in more trouble and danger chen the rett; tur he faid, 
the water was more boyftrous neere that then the ref, uunbling 
up and downe with waves, asif water had been boyled in a pot, 
and {oone after (he faid) in a fhort time ic fanke cir &iy downe 
into the Sea, as heftood and viewed ic, when all che reit fayled 
away infafety , there he coneffed, he mad: fourteen. widdowes 
in one quarter of.anhoure. Then Mr. 7c] lig, as he told me 
Cfo hetookehis Confetlion ) asked him, if ic did not grieve 
him to fee fo many men caft away, ina thort time, and that he 
fhould be the caufe of fo many poore widdowes on a fuddaine; 
buche (wore by his maker, no, he was joytull to fce what power 
his Impeshad, and {o likewife cunfeffed many other mifchiefes, 
andhad acharmetokeep himout of Goale, and hanging , as 
he paraphrafed it himfelfe, but therein the Devill deceived him; 
far he was hanged, that Michaelmas time 1645. at Burie Saint 
1 munde, but he mad: a very farce larger confeflion, which I have 
heard hath been printed ; but if it were fo, ic was neither of 
ir. Hipis doing, nor mine owne 3 for we never printed any 
thingancillnow. |doethis (he being dead) but make no ufe 
of any confellion: t: xen by him, bur only this, forthat ic fal- 
leth out fo fit fo: this purpofe : Yet ] have heard, that other con- 
fellions have been printed, and fome other things beiides , as if 
it had been of ours, orone of our doings, orat leaft, by one of 
our confents 5 Y hen as] know, he never bed any hand in any, 
end for my part ! etter!y renounce ali fimer Alfo Imay add: 
to 
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tothis, one Henry Carr: of Rarasn , in Suffolhe, who I hac 
heard was a Stholler fittor Carr: c, (it not a Cambridge 
Scholler) and was wel] cducct:d 5 ycc tell into this grievous 
finne, and contefled, that he had wo Impes, which fucked on 
thofe markes I found upon him, two vecres together, and came 
in the likenefle of Mice, whichhefclcott, and faid , they wer: 
hairy and heavie, and{o (ccming to tewaile hiscondition , taid, 
that he had forfaken God, and God him, and therefore would 
confe(fe no more, he fid untill he came on. the, Gallowes to 
be hanged , for he had contelled enough tor thac, and then he 
would confeffe all , and make all other knowne he knew oñ 
but in the meane time, he would confcíle no more, nor did, 
yet he was much importuncd to it, Eur chac was alwayes his ax- 
(wer , and was arraigned ac the Barre, three or foure tinis , ri 
yet by reafon of an Allarum at Cambridsè, the Goale dclivery :! 
Burie Saint Edttunds wad adjourned, for about three weekcs, av: 
he died in the Goale in th. t time: So it was conceived to by 
pride of heart, which was the frit originall caufe , by reaton ct 
his knowledge; yet l«onfeffe, he fell into poverty before his 
death, but as for thar, I thinke ic is fehdome or never. knowne, 
that any get ellates, or thrive, that thus give themfelves over to 
Satan, but rather confume their eftates, it they have any : yet 
the word of God fayes, The wicked man thriveth as well as thc 
godly inthis world: But tor Witches, I never knew any. To 
the(e likewife might be added, thole obfervers of times, Deut. 18 
And fuch as profeffe to cure difeafes, by fu:h meanes as have no 
rea(on, or worke of nature to doe the Cure, nor: have by any 
ordinance of God, from his word, any fuch operation to heale 
the infirmity. And therefore fuch remedies muft be Diabolical), 
& che peactifers either Witches already, or by their implicit faith, 
the next doore to Witchchraft. Such be they that ufe Spelis, 
Charmes, and{uch like; and what be Juglers and legerdemain 
Companions ? For that they fport with fuch refemblences, 2n 
utter words, asthe invocating of a Spirit, the reality wheres 
is called an abomination Sefore God, andas Saint Paul fi caret, 
Children of dilobedience. What be the Fortune tellers, and fuch 
like? but aptto be Satans flaves in Witchery, as they be tis o- 
therwiie in impiety ; For through cutiofity of knowlcdge , it 
rea(ón and Arc faile, will it not move men.to feeke help cf a 57 $- 
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rit, who is ready at hand to attend, to draw them into the pic 
of Magick, and Sorcery, and Witchchrate ? as one Mr. Cooper 
fpzaketh of, in hisbooke, called, The Myftery of Witchcraft, Whom 
him'elfe was delivered from, by Gods preventing grace ; but be- 
cauie as yet, thefehave not been fo commonly found out now a- 
dayes , | forbeare further, though I might inttance diverie exam- 
ples more. Thofe who with greedinetle pape after worldly wealth, 
or feare poverty. As Meribel! Bedford of Ratlejden atoretaid con- 
fefled , that above fix yeares before the was found wich the 
markes, which Witches ufually have, Therecamea black thing 
to her, and called Meribell, which asked her co denieGod, and 
Chrilt, and told her, ifthe would, fhe fhould never want, but 
fhould bee avenged of all her enemies , which (he confented 
to: then (he (aid, he had bloud of one of her little fingers , to 
feale the Covenant, which being done, (he (aid, foure more came, 
One like a Dowscalled Tib ; One like a Miller called Tom ; One 
like a Spider, or a Spinner called 7o«se ; and the Other like a 
Watpe called Nanns Thefe (he confeffed were at her command, 
to performe the Covenant, and did fuck upon thofe markes 
found upon her body, two or three times a week, during the 
(aid fix yeares, and did much harme, as fhe freely confeffed with 
much penitency. Tothis I may adde, one Elizabeth Hubbard, 
widdow, of Stow Market in Suffolke , who conteífed , that above 
thirty yeares, fhe had three things came to her in the likeneffe of 
Children , which asked her whifpering to deny God, Chrift, 
and all his workes, and to cleaveto them , and fhe fhould wane 
nothing; Thefethe (aid, as they named them(elves, were called , 
Thomas, Richard, and Hobb , and that they fcratched lier back, 
and fetchedbloud to feale the Covenant , and that they ufe to 
fuck on thofe markes which were founl upon her, two or threc 
times a week, about breake of the day, and that (he did fay, I 
pray to God to doe to him as he dealt by me (meaning a man of 
thefame Towne) and he Janguithed and died , and miny other 
things the faid fhe did, but was afhamed to tell them. Alice the 
wife of Edmund Wright of Hitcham, in Suffolke , confeffed that 
(he had" foure Impes above threefcore yeares ; two like little 
Boyes ; onelikea Lambe, and the fourth like a gray Buzzard, and 
thatthe biggeft boy (poke toher witha great whorce voyce , as 
if he had been griev'd, and asked her to goe into the field, and 
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the fhould have money,and (hould never milfe oc want any thing, 
and asked her co deny God, and Chritt, and to curte God two 
or three times, and that (he cooke her elder brother with her,and 
went into the field, but when they came to the place where they 
appointed her to goe they tound none , and that (he ufes often 
to be in paine and trouble, after they had nipped or fucked her, 
where her markes were found , (cmetimes once a week , fome- 
times once a fortnight, and chat {he felton them, and that they 
were foft, and that they came fometimes teverally, fometimes al- 
together , and that they often asked her to goe and doe imifchief, 
which fhe confefled, to fome Cattell of her Neighbours, and faid, 
that fhe was much troubled and tormented , and in extreame 
paine, which they havepuc her to for denying their demands. 
Furthermore, Joane Ruce ulver of Powftead in Suffolke, confefled, 
that in che field called Horfecroft or Hog-Marfh, there appeared 
in a buth things like Chickens, about five or fix, and that the 
catched three of them and the reft ranne away, and that {he car- 
ried three home , which foone after turned to the likeneffe of 
Mice , whofe names fhe called Touch, Pluck, and Take, which 
{poke to her with a great hollow voyce, and asked her to denie 
God, and Chrift, and told her, if fhe would, fhe (hould never 
want meat, drinke, or clothes, or money, but fhe faid (he told 
then), that if fhe denied God and Chrift, the fhould lofe her 
foule, but fhe faid, they told her againe, they were more able to 
fave her foule then God, and that they would doe more for her 
then fhe thought for, if fhe would confent to them, which then 
fhe confeffed fhe did,and then they demanded bloud , andthe nip- 
ped her fore-finger, and they pricked her finger with a pin. , and 
there dropped {ix drops of bloud which they catched , and fo 
had it againe after the fame manner thaice, and chat fhe did agree 
to give them her foule ; Then I asked her whether they 
brought her any money or no, and fhe (aid, fometimes foure Mhil- 
lings at a time, and fometimes fix (hillings at a time, buc that's 
but feldome, for I never knew any that had any money before, 
except of Clarkes wifeof Manningtree, who confeffed the fame, 
and fhewed fome which fhe faid her Impe brought her, which was 
perfect money : But this Ruce, further confeffed the fucking ot 
her markes , and how fhe fent her Impe Touch to kill a Bullock, 


and that he came back againe, and told her he had ftuck it on the 
E righ: 


48 A Confirmation and Difcovery of Witch craft. 
right fide, and it died accordingly, and fo many other things, 
and faid (he was (topped and could not confeffe when fhe would, 
but after had eale. Here you may obferve , that if he cannot pre- 
vailefor-want , then hepromifes to free them of hell torments, 
and {o delude them that way. Ashe did Ellen the wife of Nicho- 
las Greenliefe of Barton, in Suffolke, who confefled that three 
things came to her; one like a Rat, cold and ragged as the felt 
on him; Thenext like a Mole, foftandcold; The third like a 
Mioufe ; and that the Mole fpoke to her with a great hollow 
voyce, and asked her to give her foule and body to him , for he 
could fave her, and bad her not be afraid of him,for he could per- 
forme what he promifed, whereupon {he contented, then he told 
her (he fhould never want,but be avenged of all her enemies, and 
fo fhould continue her life time, if (he did not bewray him, for if 
fhe did he would have the upper hand of ber, and confeffed that 
her withes cameto paífe; asfor example : (he wifhed one good- 
man Garnebam might be lame, and fo he was, and that Matter 
Lockweed might have Lice, becaufe he fornterly accufed her for 
fending, orcaufing him to have (ome when (be did it aot, and 
{o he had, and that her Impestrfed tò fuck her two or three times 
a week, for nineteene yeares together 5 Arid that the Mole faid fhe 
thould be que(tioned in fome (hort time, but advifed her to (tand 
out andnot to confefle, for if the did he would caufe her to 
drowne her felfe, or put her felfe to death, and then he fhould 
have her foule, and after when (he was kept, before (he went to 
the Juítices cf Peace, her Impe in the hape of a Mole came to 
her, when thofe which were with her faw it not, and tore her 
as the conteffe 1, as it he would have torne her in pieces, becaufe 
the had contefled. This woman alfo confeffed , that when fhe 
payed ike prayed to the Devill and not to God, and that the 
had her Impes from her mother in Law , who fhe faid fpoiled 
her; And further confeffed that the Devill had theufe of her 
body, and ufed to come to bed to her, but was foft , cold, and 
heavier, fo heavie as fhecould not (peake , And that her I:npe 
like a Rat went upon her, wiling to lame Ralph Roggards Horfe 
or Mare, becaufe he faid he would goe for the Searchers, and fo 
itwas. Belides the former markes know this, that it is more eali- 
er to finde them on the breft then in any ovher place, for that the 
breft isall fhrunke up , and.the Teate thereof extended lenge 
then 
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then any wonians thatgives fuck, be it on man or woman, with 
a Circkle round about it asif it were fucked, and infentible as a- 
forefaid, and ifon a woman that gives fuck , that brett is drye, 
for where che Impes fuck there will come no milke, but the teate 
will ftick out longer there then the other , and is nothing but 
skinne, and will be much extended as aforefaid, and eafily to bee 
difcerned by feeling of it. 1 fhould thinke this f:ould give all fa- 
tisfa&tion ; that gaine, Revenge, feare of want, or poverty , -or 
fearetulneffe of hell corments, orill parents, or company, yea 
and ult alfo, orany one may bee a meanes to -draw one to 
Witchchraft. 

As for ill company, bad and wicked parents, and fuch as are 
over-much given to luft, I will putthem together, and inítancc 
fome few more examples ; Asone Buf of Barton aforefaid wid- 
dow, confeffed chat about three weekes after her husbands de- 
ceafe, being above fiteene yeares before fhe was quettioned ,. the 
Devil! appeared to her in the fhape of a young black màn, {tand- 
ing by her bed lide, which fpoketo her with a hollow voyce, and 
cameinto bed co her , and had the ule of her body, and asked 
her to deny God and Chrift, and fervehim, and then the (hould 
never want, but fhould beavenged of all her enemies, which she 
confented to, then she faid he kifled her and asked her for bloud, 
which he drew out of her mouth, and it dropped on a paper, 
and that he us'd to have the ufe of her body two or three times a 
weeke,and then us'd co kiffe her, and at no other time but as be- 
forefaid, but fhe faid he was colder then man , and heavier, and 
could not performe nature as man, and that foone after she had 
confented to the Covenant and given her bloud, there came two 
things more like Mice, which ufed to fuck her about twice a week 
during that time , and confeffed how (he fent an Impe to tor- 
menta Maiden, who she thought was againft her having reliefe 
at her Mafters , which was done , but afterward this Maiden 
wentto her and fcratched her til! she got bloud of her, ad then 
she confeffed she had no further power over her ( but this is not 
alwayes true, nor to be obferved, though it tooke effe& there ) 
But sheconfe(led the killing of three and twenty Turkies at one 
time, and Cowes, and how her [mpes returned and told her it 
was done, and other things then at large. One more which ! 
should thinke shouldbe a warningto others, to have a care to 
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bring their Children up in the nurture and feare of God. 
OF one Anne Cricke of Hitcham aforefaid widdow , that the had 
three Iinpes about {even yeares together ; The one in the likeaelfe 
of a Sparrow called Harrie 5 the other two in the Jikeneffe of 
reddifh dunne Mice, called Jack and Will, and they fucked her 
twice a weeke feverally , all in one night, and the Devill fetched 
blotid on her left Arme to feale the Covenant, which was to de- 
nie God and Chrilt, and to ferve him, which she faid the pro- 
mi(fed faintly, but confeffed the promife was firft made by her, be- 
£ore the Devill had her bloud ; Then I asked her if she did grieve 
for it after she had done ir, she anfwered , when it was done it 
was too late to repent ; then Iasked her why she did ic, she faid 
she was left weake, and the Devill got the upper hand of her for 
want of faith, through want and otherwife, she alfo confeffed 
the Devill had the ufe of her body, butshe faid she could not 
tell whether he performed nature or not, and faid she could not 
confeffe before much company , but faid the Devill fpokein a 
hollow voyce, and confeffed the imployment of her 'Impes , as 
the fending of her Impe Harry to obn' Leverifbes of the fame 
Towne;to ill him a Hog, becaufe she was denyed Egges and fuch 
likethings ; and they burnt his eares, and she could not keepe 
fromgoing; it being asked her why she went, she faidthey mnft 
needs goethe Devill drives, and fo many fuch like things. Alfo 
Sufan Scot of Lauenbam aforefaid , complained of one Sweeting 
comming to her with one Golding, who confeffed the Devill us'd 
to have the ufe of her body, and fpoke to her with a great eafie 
voyce, and that she had two Impes like Cats and Dogs, which 
fucked on thofe markes found upon her, and how she was the 
Death of Tbomazine, the daughter of one Mr. Coppinger there, 
and diverfe other things. Alfo one Richmond, a woman which 
lived at Brampford, confeffed the Devill appeared to her in thelike- 
ueffe ofa man, called Daniel the Prophet , who bad her not be 
afraid of him, for he was fo, and tooke her by the hand, and 
bad her truft in him and he would avenge her of all her enemies, 
and : heshould miffe nothing, forhe would curfe her enemies, and 
that she after falling out with her neighbour, curfed her and bad 
the Devil] take her, and she dyed after she had lyen fom: eight 
weekes, as (he faid, by her meanes , becaufethe Devill promifed 
her revenge ; fbe confeffed her Covenant was to deny God,Chrift 
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and his Mini(ters, 2nd to ferve him, fhe fid che Devill, for nd 
faid fo he was that fhe c alied Davie! the Prop het, none fhall neea 
gueftion it ; and (he contefled (he had thicemore, One like a 
rugg red brinded Dog with cloven feet, One like a Hog called 
Jack , and another like a Dog called Fames, and confeífed the 
Devill defired her to ufe curting, and whattoever fhe defired (hould 
come to her, and (o confeffed many things fhe did. Alfo Anne 
Goodfellow ot Woodford, in Nortbamptonfbire widdow , confefled 
that foone after her Aunts deceafe, about three yeares before fhe 
was queftioned , the Devill in the fhape of a white Cat appeared 
to her, and {poke to her with a lowvoyce, and bad her not be 
afraid of it, tor he was her Aunts (pirit, and asked her to deny 
God, Chrift and her Baptifme, which fhe faid she did,for he pro- 
mifed herthat she should be faved , and would doe for her what 
she defired, and then asked her for bloud to feale the Covenant, 
and she further confe(fed that he bic her on the fecond finger, 
and gotbloud into his mouth , but what he did with all she 
knew not, but faid amongtt other things that she found him a 
lyer, for she often wanted after. Alfo Elizabeth Gurrey of Rif- 
den, in Bedford(bire Widdow , confefled that the Devill had the 
ufe of her body, and lay heavie upon her , and that through her 
wilfulneffe, and poverty, with delire of revenge, she denied God, 
and Chrift, and fealed it with her bloud, about five or feven 
yeares before she was found with the markes, and confeffed what 
{he had doneto one William Dickens, and another there, and the 
manner how , but afterward I heard she made a very large con- 
fellion. Anne Hammer neere Needham in Suffolke, of Creetiny 
there (as I remember) conífeffed that foone after her mothers de- 
ceafe , which was above twenty yeares before she was queltioned, 
therecame two Impes to her, which she called Tem, Robbin, and 
Tom like a Mole, and Robbinlike a Dorr, which she fent «o 
kill Mr. Campe achild, which she (aid did (very like to be true,» 
for Malter Campe averred that a Mole co their thinking was 
feen in the houle, going towards the roome where the child lay, 
and chat they had much adoe to keep it out, nor could cell what 
became of it in the end, and that they ufed to fuck her twice a 
fortnight on thofe markes found upon her, during that time, and 
that the Devill in the likeneffe of a Calfe asked her to denie God, 
and Chrift, andto ferve him as Lord , and told her that if she 
3 would. 
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would he would free her of hell torments, and that she should 
never want any thing,but be faved, and she confented , then he 
told her he would avenge her of her enemies , but she faid the 
Devill never performed any thing but revenge, andthat the De- 
vill in che likeneffe of a black man us'd to comein at the key 
hole, andto bedto her, and have the uly of herbody, but was 
heavier and colder, and lay allo verheras man, andus'd not to 
{peake but onely to asketc lie with her, and as she thought per- 
fornicd nature; But if | should goe to penall of thefe forts,then 
Ishould have no end, orat leaít coo big a volume, and therefore 
but this one more ; that Anne Boreham of Sudbury, in che Coun- 
ty of Suffolke widdow , confeífed that as she awoke out of a 
dreame she (aw uglie men (as she thought) a fighting, and asked 
them why they fought , who an(wered that they would fight for 
allher , and then one vanished away, and then came to her in- 
to bed and had theufe of herbody, butíaid he was heavier and 
colder then nan, and lay onely on parc of hec, and chat man 
asked her to deny Godand Chrilt, and to ferve him, buc. she faid 
she told him she was a poore widdow., and then .he faid if she 
woud ferve him she should never want , but have her defire, and 
then she confented, for.he promifed her to free her of hell tor- 
ments, yet she faidhe told her she mutt goe to hell , but should 
not be tormented ( a fearefull and fubtilldelufion ) for I have 
been with fome who have confefled the fame, and that he pro- 
mifed them that they should onely walke too and fro the earth 
as their Impes did,and never fuffer or-feele torments. Now fome 
may fay, if all thefeforts be Witches,then moft part of the-warld 
befo. lantwer no; fer honeft perfons may bee given to thefe , 
and yet free from Witchcraft ; But this is onely to shew when 
any are given-to be extreame inany of thefe, then is the Devill 
bufie to workeupon them , for hedoth not upon all that be gi- 
ven to thefe wayes, but upon fuch as ;he findes fome kinde .of 
preparedneffe in, as forexample, Wasthere not a preparedneffe 
in Bonebam, and Mr. Parfon Lowis, andifo if you dot but truly 
obferve little or morein all their -contelfions , as take but this 
laft when she faw that fight of -fighting Cas she thought) would 
not a good Chriftian bave had Fer thoughts upon God , rather 
then to have fuffered one to come to bed to her, which she | knew 
eould be no leffebut ui. Devill, and no man, tor thenhe could 
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‘not have come intothe roome, for Satan appeareth net to them 
in any (hape untill he finde (ome preparedneile, and chen as you 
have heard by thefe confeflions pati he appe res in feverall fhapes, 
and then maketh the league, and confirmes it with bloud , and 
then fends them Familiars more or leffe, and (o proceedes by de- 
grees: So you may finde as I faid before, extreme poverty , patli- 
onate fortow accompanied with folitarineffe , too much inraged 
with anger and defire of revenge, thofe ot fuch parents, and all 
that I have formerly reckoned ; you fee by their confeffions, that 
the extreame makes a preparedneíle , and 1 have heard of fome 
fchollersfor want of Learning, to be learned have growne to ir, 
and fome through overmuch , as is inftanced before. Likewife 
John Scarfe of Ratlefden aforefaid , confefed that about three 
yeares before he was accuíedto be fearched , there came a thing 
into his houfe of a gray colour, of the digneffe of a great Rat, 
of about a quarter of an elllong, which he cooke up and putin- 
toa box, and kept it Tome certaine time there, and then tooke 
it out, and laid it downe on his belly, and pat ie to the, place 
where che markes were found, where he {aid ic fucked halte an 
houre ; ( Did he prepare himfelfe, or was he defirous to be one? ) 
I conceive he did delireto be one, for he was a heathenifh man, 
and fo thesgreement paft; but to thew his willingneffe to put it 
co the place, for in his confeilion more at large, he confeffed that 
Within a fortnight after there came two more, of a whitifh dunne 
colour, and kffe then the other, which he called Jom, and Wil’; 
but the firit he called Harrie, and fo proceeded. Now l will pro- 
ceed to prove that Witches may be found out. 

Firft, from God in the giving of his Law againít Witches. Fx- 
«d. 2 1.18. Thou Malt not fuffera Witch to live, which implycth 
a Difcovery of them, eife it could never be put in execution, and 
fo should be a Law 10 no purpofe. 

Secondly fron: the Hiftory, Fivit Divine. For it is faid Seul 
found out Witches, and executed the Law upon them, or put 
them to death, and fo good King 70/140, 2 King. 3. 14. 

Secondly, we have Chronicles, and many relations made of the 
evident diícoucíe of. V itches. 

Thirdly, the many Tryalls in our owne Country at many Af- 
fizes: Soit iscleere that Witches may be difcovered , though it 
cannot be denyed but that there is fome difficalty therein, be- 
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caufe the fecrefie of the grounds of Witchcraft isfo clofe and 
hidden, as being one of the greatelt workes of darkneffe commit- 
ced this day under.che’Sunne: for that naturall caufes may arife 
very ftrong,and many may cunningly counterfet outward appear- 
ances, and Witnelles may feigue their accufations out of malice, 
bzing tran!ported with rage and uncharitablene(fe, and defire of 
revenge, bscaufe of the ftrange imagination they have through 
many feeming probabilities; Some for words, or deeds, taken in 
the worlt fenfe ; Some upon fome fuddaine fight of lome crea- 
ture ,:and fo likewife upon burning any thing of the party fuf- 
pected to be bewitched, if any (hall come( though peradventure ac- 
cidentally ) and (o (ometimes fomething elfe, as thatch over the 
Joore or fuch like of the parties fufpećted co be a Witch, and fo 
| could reckon divers inttances of feverall wayes, which many 
times have produced ftrange and fometimes true effe&s , which 
meanes havepartly been the caufe of the queftioging of many, 
who have been found no leffe then Witches, and have fuffered 
fince the aforementioned time : but I forbeareto fpeake any fur- 
ther of thofe wayes, for I conceive them to be untawfull altoge- 
ther, and not to be ufed , forit cannot be conceived any leffe 
then adiltruft in Gods providence, in putting confidence that 
{uch meancs will make the Witch knowne , and effe& their de- 
fires: Yet toproceed as I have faid, I cannot deny but thofe may 
be juft grounds of fufpicion , and caufe of queftioning them, but 
not alwayescertaine, befides the unlawfulneffe held by Divines, 
But thefe cannot be denyed to be juft grounds as aforefaid. As 
when one fhall begiven to cur(ing and banning, with imprecati- 
ons upon flight occafion , and withall ufe threatnings to be re- 
venged, and thereupon evill co happen. As Cherrie of Thrapften, 
in Noribampton(bire, a very aged man, who upon afmall occafi- 
on, of falling out with one of his Neighbours in the field,where 
they kept Cattell, one ofthetwo (I doe not now well remem- 
ber which) {cared fom: Cattell off the ground, whefe the Cat- 
tell che other kept was to goe, with a Dog ; the faid Cherrie and 
the other fell: ac odds and worded, whereupon Cherrie wifhed 
that his congue might rot out of his head , tlie man was foone 
after ftrangely taken, andhis tongue did come out of his mouth, 
hanging onely by the rootes thereof within his mouth , but 
could not be kept all in hismouth, and fo continued to his death, 
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and died in a miferable condition. This Cherrie conteffed him(elt, 
and that he was his death, onely upon th.t occalion. After which 
Confeffion, that it came tobe known, many of thetownímen of 
Thrapfílone aforefaid averred that he died with his congue out, 
and that in a manner it rotted. A fearful thingto be thought of, 
what a miferable condition the poor man died in. 

Cherrie likewife confetfed the death of two more, which by 
his confeflicn, and thofe that knew their deaths , dicd ina ftrange 
and miferable condition , through his wicked curling (as he con- 
feffed ; ) andfo confeffed many other notorious facts he had done. 
And being asked whether he did not do Sir Jobn IFafbington , a 
Knight which lived in the fame town, any harm in his cattel oc 
otherwife, for that he had fuffered ftrange loffes , heconfeffed he 
did, and particularized the death of much cattel; faying , when 
he had'reckoned up as many as he could wel] remember, That he 
had been the death of (o many of his, that he could not reckon 
chem all. 

Then it was demanded of him, Why he would offer it to Sir 
Jobn, who had been fo loving to him in affording him relief con- 
ttantly. He anfwered ; The more he gave him, the more power 
he had over him to do him mifchief : for he faid his Imps muft be 
employed, elfe they would not Ict himbe quiet, but torment him. 

This Cherrie alfo confeffed divers other things and harms he 
had done, and the fealing of the Covenant with the devil with 
his blood, to deny God and Chrift, and to ferve him the devil for 
revenge, with promife of freedom from hell-torments : and that 
his Imps, the laft time they fucked him, not long before he was 
fearched , told him they would not fuck him any more but that 
time, becaufe he was an old man, and had but little blood. 

This Cherrie confeffed prefently after he was fearched,who died 
at Northampton in the Goal there, the fame day he fhould have 
beed tried, much about the time the Grand Jury had found the 
Bill of Indi&ment againít him, Billa vera, as it was reported, mifc- 
rably. A juft judgement of God : for it was reported,thata night 
or two before, his coat was àll rent right down on th: back’, and 
his mouth ftopped full : and when it was pulled out, he confefí«d 
that he had been at a bridge going into Thrapfton town, and had 
a card found about his neck. 
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Tothis! might adde the aforenamed Thomazin Faiclif , who 
upon the falling out with another woman about the death ot a 
childe, bade her go home and look to the ret, lett the loft more. 
And one died fuddenly after, as before is expreffed. 

Of thefe kindes I could nominate divers more, as you may ob- 
ferve in many of their Confeffions ,and might adde implicite con- 
feffions : As, when aqueflion is asked the fufpe&ed party, If he or 
(he were not the caufe of fuch or fuch a thing ; anfwer is made, 
He or fhe might have let me alone, or not done fo and fo 5 or fuch 
like. Asfor example, you may obferve in molt of. their Confeffi- 
ons, they did it becaufe they had nor, {uch things as they defired, 
or ufed to have : as Anne Leech of Hawford in Effex confeffed in 
her Confeflion, befides thedeath of two or three, the laming of a 
childe of one Turners. It being asked her why (he did it, fhe an- 
(wered , Her mother might have paid her for work the had done. 
Likewife onc Anne Parker, being asked why fhe did one Pryer mif- 
chief ; (he anfwered, He might have given her money upon a 
Thank(giving-day, as wellas he gave to others ; but would not 
give herany, becaufe (he was not at Church : whereupon fhe (ent 
her fpirit to him, who did accordingly. And fo confeffed how the 
devil in the likeneffe of a dun Dog, had threedrops of blood un- 
der her tongue, to feal the Covenant ; and hada piece of paper in 
his hand, and wrote ber name thereon with her confent, and fo 
promifed her money, and that fhe (hould never want , but fhould 
be avenged of her enemies, according as is expreffed in others. 

Hereto J might adde fuch as faid they have fuch thiegs as Fami- 
liars fuck on them, but cannot helpit. Alexander Suffums of Mel- 
ford in Suffolk , confeffed that he had things which did draw 
thofe marks I found apon hin; but faid he could not help ic, for 
tharall his kinred were naught. Then I asked him how it was 
poffible they could fuck without his confent. He faid he did con- 
fentto that. Then I asked him again why he fhould do it, when 
as God was fo merciful towards him, as I chen told himof, being 
aman whom I had been formerly acquainted withal , as having 
livedin Town. He an(wered azain, He could not help it, for that 
allhis generation was naught ; and fo told me his mother and 
aunt were hanged, his grandmother burnt for Witchcraft, and fo 
others of them queftioned and hanged. This man is yet living, 
notwithftanding he confeffed the fucking of fuch things above 
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fixteen yeers together , but was fufpected for doing of mifchief, 
yet never queitioned, but as he came into a houe accidentally 
where I was, and fo profered hitnfelf to be fearched, and pre(encly 
confeffed thefe particulars, and fo by that means brought co trial, 
but freed, and living, as atorefaid. 

Likewife I may addc, When the party fufpected makes enquiry 
after the party taken fick, or defires to viit the party, or the party 
the füfpe&ted : For many have confeffed that after they have done 
a thing, they are forry for it;but cannot help it ; as King of Acton 
in Suffolk confeffed, to a woman whom he had bewitched, in 
the time (he wasin her extremity, long before he was queftioned: 
but this woman defired him to undo what he had done ; and he 
told her he could not undo what he had done, but told her he was 
forry for it, and toldher of another that could, as he faid, and as 
(he affirmed , that wasone, as we untruly call chem , White or 
good Witches, and one that was then fufpected, who accordingly 
did it. 

To confirm this, Ican tell you of a very remarkable example 
much tending to this particular , of one at Heddenham in the Ife 
of Ely in the County of Cambridge, where a childe füfpected to 
be bewitched, was carried to the Juftice of Peace his houfe, where 
the party fufpe&ed was to be carried to be examined, This childe 
being very fick, was fet in a chair, and held init ; but as foon as 
the party who was fufpe&ed came in,on a fudden it arofe of it (elf, 
and got hold of her face to fcratch her , 'as its ftrengch would af- 
ford, fhe not ftirring. Here you may obferve the former Confef- 
fions, where the Witch confeffed, that after fhe was fcratched , (he 
had no further power over that party ; for this woman food ftill- 
and fo you may perceive that many of them, after they have done 
mifchiefs, are forry for it, and cannot help it : ( This it is to re- 
nounce God and Chrift) for this woman prefently confeffed,thac 
it was fhe that had hurt the childe, through her diabolical prattice, 
and cold him what Imp fhe had fent to hurt the childe, and the oc- 
cafton why fhe did ie; and how fhe had (ent one of her Imps a lit- 
tle before fhe was acenfed, (for (he had been fearched, and found 
with the marks ) to deftroy orfpoil a whole field of corn in that 
Parilb ; and (o made a very large Confeflion, with the fuckling of 
her Imps upon thofe marks found upon her , and theCovenant 
fealed with her blood, (as aforefaid in other Confeflions) beides 
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other mifchiefs which (he di. May not Spell- fetters and Charmers 
be alfo added ? for I cannot conceive any leffe, when they fhall fay 
that by words they cin charm, fet Spells, and help or cure mad 
Dogs, or any thing bitten by them, and fuch-like ; though it be 
by their implicite league, (as fome of them do ) yet it is a diftrult 
ot Gods providence, putting their confidence in their words, ra- 
ther then inthe living God, who faith it is an abomination to 
him. And I have heard tomeof thefe, not long fince, boaft of 
their doingstherein , faying they had ic from their parents, and 
were not their parents good Chriftians ? and they do butufe the 
words for good ends. So likewife of thofeborn of ill parents, if 
their carriage be not otherwife ; as I have inftanced enough of 
thofe, elfe | could inftance more, as the aforenamed Rebecca Weft, 
who was drawn to it by her mother, (as the confeffed ) after a 
flrange manner, as fhe faid : for her mother asked her to go to 
Manningtree with her, which was about a mile, and bade her 
work hard that fhe might go; and as thcy went, fhe toldter the 
muft not fay any thing whatfoever fhe faw , but confent to them, 
and do as they did, and then fhe fhould be a happie woman; or 
fuch-like inticements. But when fhe came there , at the houfe 
where her mother went, there were her confederates met ; then, 
before fhe could be entertained, hec mother wasasked whether her 
daughter was acquainted with the matter in hand ; who anfwered 
She was. Then fhe was entertained ; and as fhe confeffed, the de- 
vil appeared , and firft kiffed che woman of the houfe, and fo cne 
after another, and at laft her felf; andfo fhe was asked then if fhe 
were willing to be entred into their fociety ; who faid, She was. 
Then appeared Familiars, which fhe confetfed, alfo the fucking of 
her body on the marks , andthe fealing of the Covenant with her 
blood. This young woman conteffed the naming of their Imps, 
and the manner, which I am afhamcd te expreffe ; and the initia- 
tion of a Witch, and every particular thing ac large; ‘efpecially, 
fhe confeffed how the devil took her by the hand, and the manner 
and words were ufed at her Marriage, when (he was married to the 
devil (as fhe confeffed :) a feartul chingto declare. But one thing 
obferve, T hat the devil imitates God in all things as he can, much 
after the book of Common: prayer, then in his outward Worfhip. 
She likewife confeffed that her mother prayed conftantly, (and, as. 
‘the world thought, very feriou(ly) but fhe faid it was to the devil, 
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ufing thefe words, Ob my God, my G:d, meaning him, and not the 
LORD. This! put in the rather, becaufe you may take notice, 
where fuch meetings be, there are juft grounds of fufpicion : for 
they cannot always do their milchiefs according to their defires, 
without their meetings, and the help one of another. 

| might adde the apparition of the party fufpectedco the party 
fick, and could nominate fome inftances thereot, as in Northam- 
pton-fhire, and elfewhere : but becaufe apparitions may proceed 
from the phantafie of fuch as the party ufe to fear, orat leak fuf- 
pect, I forbear, becaufe I would not that ary fhould be accufed,but 
where there are ju(t grounds of fufpicion. Butthofe called Wife- 
men, or Wife-women, called your White Witches, which will hew 
the other in glaffes, or undo what theother have done, (if pro- 
ved) is it not fufficient ? l 

But I hope there it none fo ignorant or blinde, as to think or 
believe it is lawful for any to go or fend to fuch, much leffe to put 
any confidence or tru(t in them, who require faith to believe they 
can cure, before they will undertake it ; feeing by.the Law of God 
they ought todie, as well as the other. And the holy Scripture 
utterly forbids any going to them, Levit. 2. 6. where it is faid, 
that he will fet his face againft fuch as (hall feek after thofe that have fa- 
miliar (pirits , and will cut them off from among ft his people ; much 
more then füch as fhould be guilty themfelves. 

Then fome will fay, How fhall they be known one from ano- 
ther, or how fhall they be found out, if thefe difficultiesbe? For 
ic cannot be denied but that many of them have made great (hews 
of Religion. 

I anfwer, It istruth : as the devil can transform himfelf into 
an Angel of light, fo have many of thefe Witches made outward 
(hews , as if they had been Saints on earth , and fo were taken by 
fome;as one of Catworth in Huntingtonfhire,who made as large a 
Confeflion,in a manner;as ever any did, & confeffed at the gallows 
before her death , in my hearing. Likewife one Lendall of Cam» 
bridge, who (uffered alfo,carried her felf as if (he had been no lefle: 
and fo did the mother of the faid Rebecca Weft, aad many others, 
which by their carriage feemed to be very religious people and 
would conftantly repair to all Sermons neer them : yet notwith- 
fanding all their fhews of religion, there appeared fome of chefe 
probabilities,whereby they were de and fo fearched,and fo 
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by that means difcovered and made known, For if you do but 
obferve thele and fuch-like other reafons as may be thereby ga- 
thered, together with their Confeflions, you fhall finde that they 
prepare chenifelves in fome kinde or other, andthat by their out- 
ward carriage, either by ill company keeping , maliciouf(neffe, re- 
vengeful perfons, or fuch as be born of fuch parents , or go un- 
der a general fü(picion of Witchcraft, or one way or other as 
aforefaid, there wil! appear juft grounds of fufpicion , either by 
words or deeds, whereby they may be brought to be queftioned, 
whereby it may appear there is a league made with thedevil : for 
notwithftanding all former reafons, to convict or prove one guil- 
cy of Witchcraft , is to prove a League made with the devil; in 
chis onely act, ftandeth the very reality of a Witch ; without 
which, (notwithftanding great (hews of probabilities) I know 
not, nor cannot conceive how any can be properly faid to be 
Witches : Forthe devil (through Gods permiflion.). may hurt 
mens bodies, and kill their cattel ; and il] haps may fall out upon 
his or her curfing , and but grounds to make enquiry and fearch, 
which muft be for this League ; which though never fo fecretly 
made, yet it is to be difcerned , feeing it is that which maketh a 
Witch , and not to fome of their own fociety : For befides the 
former reafons, it is an heatheni(h practice to feek to fuch, Ifa. 19. 
3. and 65.4. 2 King.17.17. Now we fhould not be likethe abo- 
minable heathen in any evil, much leffe in thefe abominations. 
And they which fcek to them, are commonly wicked andevil peo- 
ple, haunted themfelves by an evil fpirit, who fuggefleth this 
courfe into them, as he did into Saul, 1 Sam.28. Yea, fuch as e- 
fteem of thefe, and think they work in Gods Name, and by his 
power, are bewitched in fo thinking, Ads 8.9,1a. For it is found 
crue by daily experience amongit our (elves, that thofe which moft 
ufe them, moft need them, as I might inftance 5 but onely ] defire 
to prove the League, which is to be proved : for they that make 
this League, if expreffe as before, have a familiar or fpirit, more 
or leffe : For asfoon as the League is made, theSpirit or Familiar, 
one or more,is familiar, as was before fufhciently proved by Sau! 
and Jofiab in the forementioned placc$when Witches were known 
to have Familiars , befides the Confeflions of Witches lately exe- 
cuted herein expreffed , and fo they have now adays 5 by which, 
after their League made, they-work their mifchief, as is likewife 
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proved by their Confeffions ; as the faid Elizaleth Clark confefled, 
who averred that all were Witches who had fuch marks as (he 
was found withal, and had familiar fpiri:s morc or lefle ; and that 
there were fome which had none; which l have found true ; for 
they have onely the brand, or devils mark, as | may fo call ic: but 
for the other,you may obferve itas a genctal rule in ali iheir Con- 
feflions ; as Jobn By[ack , alias Gieede, of Waldingficld magna in 
the County of Suffolk,confeffed that the devil came in at his win- 
dow in the (kape of a rugged fandy-coloured dog , which asked 
him to deny God, Chrilt, and his Baptifm, which he fpake witha 
great hollow voice ; and heconfented. Then he faid Satan asked 
him for blood to feal and confirm the cover ant or agreement; and 
he bade him take ic; and that Satan with his confent had, in the 
fhape of fuch a coloured dog, thorow his leather doublet , with 
hisclaw. Then I asked him whereaway Satan had it : and he 
faid,From his heart ; arid that Satan promifed to free him of Jell- . 
torments, and that he would fend him other things which he muft 
let fuck his blood, and they fhould avenge him of all his enemies. 
All which he faid he confented to, and was willing withal ; and 
then foon after thofe came, which he called his Imps, and fucked 
on thofe marks or teats which I found on his body, neer twenty 
yeers together, fometimes once a week , fometimes once a fort- 
night, which he confeffed came in the likenefle of Snails, onely 
they differed one from another in colour and bigneffe. Then I 
asked him how they could fuck on that part of his body I found 
the marks on : and he faid ke ufed to lie down on his right fide 
to let them fück, and was willing withal : for be confeffed he ot- 
tentimes arofe out of his bed, and made a fire, and lay down by ic 
to let them fuck his blood; which rifing out of his bed, and fire 
making, his wife averred to be truth ; yet fhe faid fhe never knew 
or thought him to be fuch a manner of perfon ; for fhe faid he 
ufed to tell her he was fick, and ufed to be troubled with a difeafe 
which he could not help himfelf better fer to eafe himfelf of Kis 
pain he ufed to be in, then by that means, and could not endure 
hisbed, his pain was fo troublefome. But to clear all fufpicion 
which after might fall on her thereby, fhe was fearched,and found 
clear, and no leffe thought to be by her neighbours before and 
fince, as ] have heard. He likewi(e confeffed his Imps names 
were Sydrake, Ieffry, Peter, Ayleward, Sacar, and Pyman 3for he m 
Ix 
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fix by his confeflion , and no leffe by che number of his marks. 
The ürk was co kill all manner of fowls, which was the firit he 
confeffed he employed. The fecond wasto kill (heep and fuch-like 
cattel. The third, hogs, and fuch-like. The fourth, Cows , and 
füch-likebeads, The fifth, all manner of horfes. And the lixch, 
Chriftians: and fo particulatized many mifchiefs he had done. 

Sothey have their Familiars,fome for one thing, and (ome for 
another ; fome to help them at their needs, (though many times 
therein they fail them ) and others to work their mi(chiefs and 
revenge, as the aforefaid [ohn Wynnicke and many others have con- 
feffed. But lonely inflance their Confeflions in (hort, and but in 
part onely, tending to that ] quote them for as neer as I cans For 
| could adde divers more to chis, but many of the other in effe& 
tend to prove this; fo do mof of the Confeffions little or 
more depend oneupon another. : fo that T do but inftance part 
of them,and of the effe& of them, and not the third part of thofe 
l have ; for if I (ould, I have many larger Confeflions;—which 
perchance might give better fatisfaction to fome: but I onely aim 
at the principal heads, and co clear and make itappear, that what 
hath been done, hath been in a legal way,and not unjuítly, as ma- 
dy have furmifed, but for the good of the Common-wealth, and 
I doubt not but agreeable to thé Word of God. And that all chat 
be thusin league , (as expreffe or open league as aforcfaid ) are to 
be found out and known by thefe evidences, be they of either 
fort, bad, or white or good Witches fo called 5 firth, by Witches 
marks, wbich are moft commonly upon thofe bafer forts called 
the bad and curling Witch ; and (o upon the other called the good 
or white Witch, though not fo ealily found, (if but onely the 
brand, or devils mark , as it may well be termed ) but the other, 
which the fpirits fuck of, are eaíily to be diflinguifhed and known 
from all the other marks , but yet have as before (if an exprefle 
league.) 

This is not to be doubted of ; it isthe devils cuftom to mark 
his : God will have his mark for his, Ez«h. 9. Rev. 7. the Beat 
will have his mark, Rev.13. So the devil himfelf will have his 
mark, as you may fee as well by the relations and confeffions of 
Witches, as alfo the witneffes of many learned men , writing of 
Witches and Witchcraft. Therefore, where this mark is, there is 
a league and familiar fpirits more or leffe ; which marks are to be 
foundby fearching. Now 
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Now fome will fay , How hall they be difcerned from natural 
marks ? 

l anfwer : Firft, as forthat mark which comes by the fucking 
or by the drawing of the {pirit or familiar, more or leffe, which 
is moft commonly upon the bafer {crt called the bad witch, and fo 
many times upon the other fo untruly called the good or white 
witch, for all witches are bad indeed, though peradventure for the 
moft part they have not conimonly fo many Familiars as the o- 
ther, yet ] fay molt of them work by Familiars as well as the o- 
ther, and fuckle them likewife,though not commonly above one. 
They are to be known by thefe tokens, as by the infenfibleneflc ot 
them, foinetimes like a little teat or big , that is when it remains 
as the Imp or Familiar fucks thereof : if outward, then nothing 
to be difcerned but as a little bic of skin, which may be cx tended 
and drawn out, and wrung, much like the finger of a glove , and 
is very limber, and hath no fübftance in it, except it be when their 
Imps have newly fucked Te » and then it may be there may be 
a little watrith blood perceived, but may be known from natural 
marks feveral ways ; for it hath no fcar, bucat the very top a lit- 
tle hole, where the blood cometh out. But if itbeinward, then 
it is beyond all natural marks, or where no (uch-like (if natural) 
could poffibly be,and remains but as alittle red fpot, much like, or 
litttle differing from a flea-bite ; onely itis out of the fleh above 
it, when as the other is flat, but this as I fay is out above it, with 
a whitilh end atthe top, and may be known both of them by a 
circle about them , much like the circie of a womans breft which 

-hath been fucked, and one may difcern the place where the blood 
comes out: and many times it falleth out, if new fucked, the wa- 
trilh blood may be ftroaked out, efpecially in the time they be 
kept, it the watchers be careful to difcern when they be in moft 
trouble , though their Familiars come never fo infenfible : and 
therein (as before) watching hath done good (though not depri- 
ved of any thing neceffary, as before.) And the skin may be pul- 
led one fide from the other, and difiereth from the other parts in 
colour, and remains as if it were a dead place, and fo it is infenfi- 
ble of pricking and other ufage, if it be done in a dire& m:nner ; 
and fo may be eafily di(cerned from any natural mark other- 
wife, if this were not fütficient to give fatisfa€tion, which I doubt 
not but it will, as I could otherwife expreffc , if it were neither 
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for giving offence to fome, nor a m:ans to give fome of fuch per- 
fons infightfo far , asthereby they might grow more experienced 
to make away their marks, torthat hath been too common a- 
mongft them alreidy ; for which ! could inftance many examples: 
but you finde by their Confeflions , that all of them tend to ma- 
nifelt, that cheir Familiars fuck upon thofe marks which we firit 
finde, which are beforeexpreifed, and therefore | forbear to in- 
{tance any to that particular. 

Sometimes they be like a bluefpot, that is, when they make 
them away, and then no more to be difcerned befides the infenti- 
bleneffe thereof ; but will grow or be drawn again by the fucking 
of their Imps or Familiars more or leffe, for they cannot hide 
them always : as one Mar(b a womian ef Bramptord confeffed, 
who had been fearched two or three times one after another, and 
noother marks could be found upon her : at length, (he being ac- 
cufed by another of the fame town, was forthwith before fhe had 
any knowledge thereof, or thoughts (as I fuppofe ) of being fear- 
ched again, taken by che Conftables there in the ftreets, as {be was 
coming homeward to her own houfe, and brought to be fearched 
again , upon the others accufation : but as fhe came by her own 
houfe, {he defired to go in, (as the faid) to (hift her felf, for that 
fhe was very unwilling (as fhe pretended ) to go to the women to 
be fearched with a foul (hift on her back : but che Conftable ha- 
ving had notice of it formerly, not to fuffer her co go to do it, it 
being known fhe did it before her former fearching, brought her 
forthwith away to the place where fhe was to be fearched ; and 
when (he wasa fearching , fhe was prefently found to have the 
marks very apparent, and hada clean Shift on her back. But not 
long after, in her Confelfion, amongft other things, (he confeffed 
that if fhe had been let go home to have fhifted her felf , fhe had 
not been found with the marks , for that the had a fhift (o dreffed, 
that her marks could not have been found at prefent, and that fhe 
thereby fo efcaped by the fame means the former fearches ; yet the 
wes fearched by thofe which were the frit that ever tomy know- 
ledve found any of thofe marks ; and fo confgffed that fhe had 
made a covenant wich the devil, and fealed it with her blood, and 
fet a ronnd O to the paper the devil brought her, aud confefIed 
her Familiars, with the fucking of them, and the milchief fhe had 
done by her Witchcraft, or at leaft part of them, as fhe then fur- 
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ther conteffed, and futfeced for the fame. Here you may obferve, 
that the diligentnefle of fearching is a great matter, and one of 
the chiefeit points of their difcovery : For I have obferved this 
one thing irt my proceedings herein,that if all their marks,though 
in feveral places, be not found, they will hardly confeffe : buc 
when all aretound, and the juit number of them more or leffe 
laid ca their charge, according asthey have, itis a great inducc- 
ment to bring theni to confeflion 5 and that hath made me careful 
when apparent marks have not been feen at firt, that a fecond or 
third fearch bemade : for itis a matter of concernment: of life 
and death ; and therefore, as ] conceive, it were fitting that thofe 
which fearch, and thofe with them, they having fome intelligence 
of the marks firit given them, were (worn before fearching , chat 
diligent fearch night be made in all places of fuch as be fufpected 
in fuch a cafe of life and death, for the dete&ion of fo great a 
height of "fin and impiety, that none that be guilty might efcape 
the punifhment due according to their deferts here; and (5 thole 
likewife chat wrongfully go under that afperlion , be freed there- 
of. To which end,ic were fitting that fuch as did it might be fuch 
as know what belongs to an Oath, and who make confcience to 
perform the fame likewife ; and fuch as be at the fearching, able 
people, of difcretion and good carriage ; for 1 fear that money 
hath fwayed fome, and want of knowledge others. 

Sometimes the flefh is funk in a hollow, that is, when they pull 
them off, and pull them out with their nails , or otherwife caufe 
them to be pulled off ; as one of Over in Cambridge-(hire con~ 
feffed, it being fo found and laid to her charge , that fhe heard of 
our coming totown , and plucked her marks off the night be- 
fore, becaufe fhe would not have been found , as fhe confeffed be- 
fore a Juílice of Peace of the fame town at large, both of the 
Covenant and her Imps, and the harms fhe did both to him and 
others by her Imps. 

But {ome will fay , It is ftrange they fhould know when they 
thould be fearched, if it be kept private. 

I an(wer, Let it be kept never fo private, it hath been common, 
and as common as any other thing, as they themfelves have con- 
fefled : for fo did they of Fenny-Drayton in Cambridge-fhire, 
who made very large Confeffions, as, that the devil told them 
of our coming to town, but withal told them they fhould be 
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fcarched, but hould not be found; wherein they fidthey found 
him a lyar ; and fo they faid they did in his proinitiig them they 
thould never wane, which they did : and fo likewite that is uʻuul 
with others; but thote made very large Contetlions. 

Allo fometimes there is nothing to be difcerned but red fpots, 
as if the skin were perithed, (and to itis ) for thacis when they 
onely cut them off, and apply no medicine at allto it; yet the 
blood will appear all round within the circle,as afore is expreffed. 
And of thefe | have found divers ; but for the mol part, thofe 
have been left for a fecond fearch, or a third,as occafion or ground 
fuflicient required. And of thefe though I have found divers, yet 
I have but one example by confeflion, and that is of one Clarke of 
Keyfton in Huntinpton-lhire, a young man, who was fo found, 
and fet at liberty , expecting to have been fearched another time, 
when he fhould not know of it; but he foon atter confeffed he 
had cut off his marks, faying they were fools that were found 
with the marks, for he had made fure he could not be found with 
them, for he had cut off -his two or three days before 1 fearched 
him. But I perceived the blood, and (hewed it to the townímen, 
and told them that [thought he was naught, and guilty of that 
iin, and doubted not thereof, but would not take oath, unleffe 
the marks had been apparently feen upon him. 

Now fome will fay, notwithftanding all this that is faid, There 
sy be andare natural marks like all thefe afore (poken of. 

fantwer, For natural marks, as] conceive, there be Wens of 
divers forts ; but view thefe well, and next adjacent to the flefh 
they are very finall, and hang like a thred, but from thence like a 
teat orbig 5 but feel of it, and ic is fefie, and will not extend as 
the other will do. 

But fome will fay , It may be arent, and fo a piece of skin may 
hang. 

| an(wer, This, though it be nothing but as askin, yet it com- 
eth firmly out of the fleth,and flicks out like a big or teatjand not 
hangdown , when I conceive rents will either hang, or lie flat ; 
but if hang, then [ belicve a {car is to be feen , and feels flefhlike 
befides : but thefs have no fcar, onely as it were a little hole on 
the top, where the blood comes out; which is eafily to be difcern- 
ed, for l have nipped bloodout. And then likewife they be infen- 
fible, when the other be not; But | confeffe,if thefe be not pricked 
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the right way, they will feel it likewife. Some have Warts : but I 
an(wer, They be out of the fiih as well as the other , but they are 
flacand tlelkie, and fentible, and will not any way extend : but fo 
far unlike cheother, as! will not further fpeak of them. Some 
have Miouls jit is truth, I believe moft men have, though they Ec 
of fcveral colours ; but thofe be Hic co the fh always, which is 
nothing like the other, nor will extend, buc is fenfible. 

But fome will fay, lt may be like the brand. 

I anfwer, No : for it ditleretli as well in colour, as alfo it hath 
no circle about ic, but is as the relt of che skin is on the other 
parts of tbe body, onely differs fomerimes in colour, bùt not like 
the other, and isfenlible : neither for the molt pare have any of 
the marks of thofe which have tüffered been found , where there 
were either Warts, Wens, or Mouls, or commonly rents, efpecial- 
ly of the men. 

But chen fome will fay, There are Emrod-marks , and piles. 

[anfwer , Tiue, but the Emrod-marks are upon theveins, 
though they ifue out , and are to be di(cerned either by the co- 
lour, or by the lying up of the veins 5 but i£ the veins bz down, 
ftil!, che colour rewains in part , and are tobe known that way : 
But however, they will not extend to be drawn out and tiviired, 
as the other will; if arall, I am fure not fo much ; and i£ a littic, 
then it is pain, and the other none: for therein the iníien(iblenefi e 
cleers.this exprefly; for it cannot be conceived that any thould be 
Infenfible upon their veins , and the other are meerly out of the 
feh ; for I conceive if they were upon the veins, they would 
bleed after they were fucked , and would not eafily be ftericked a- 
gain; neither be they fo inward as the Emrods marks, ex-ent the 
inward marks , which are beyond them , and where no natural 
caufe can be of that colour, and infenfible. And as for the Piles, 1 
think this is a fufficient an(wer for that likewife ; for they be ont 
of the veins, and are fenfible without queflion , and be fac, and 
will nocbe extended as the other will. 

And then fome others will fay, But women kave renis and o- 
ther mifcarriazes by childe-bearing. 

l aufwei partly as before, and grant it for truth ; but yet if chat 
way will neither {car appear, nor will it feel Aethie, but will ic be 
extended as the other; adimit all this were truth, I will athrm thc 
colour differs,and that there will be no circle about itnor twi-.cd. 
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nor have a hole as the other have, and beinfenfible likewife , and 
otherwife, as I could further explain more at large , if it were fit- 
ting : for, All things (as the proverb is) ought nor to Le fpoken at all 
times, much leffe printed. 

But if any thall hereafter make any Objections again{t me (as 
| expect they will) I will then explain my felf (through permifli- 
on) as far as by experience Ihave found, or by reading or other- 
wife my knowledge fhallextend to. For | am confident, and my 
confcience tells me, that thofe who (hall be found with thefe 
marks, are exprefly guilty of that diabolical art or practice of 
Witchcraft, whether they have done mifchief or not, but onely 
for that they have renounced God and Chrift, and betaken them- 
fclves to the devil, the utter enemy of God and all the world, 
And I had rather bean inftrument Cif any fuch thing ought to be) 
to fave one who fhould confeffe and humble himíelt, as Manaffcb 
did, then any of thofe who, being found with the marks upon 
them, fhall deny :' but I fhall forbear herein, where it nothing 
concerns me, but thofe in authority 5 for I would not give of- 
tence to any, onely defire to cleer my felf , in giving fatisfaction 
to the world that my confcience is, that none of thefe forts ought 
to live amongít us; for by the Laws of God and the Realm, they 
ought to die, as it is faid in the 18 of Deuteronomy. And then re- 
member this one place, which is in Micab 5, where it is faid , that 
when God intends to blefle a Nation, hewill cut off or root out 
all Witchcrafts and Inchantments ¢ which I fhould think fhonld 
give all fufficienc fatisfa&ion, that thofe which have thefe marks, 
are in league and covenant with the devil, and that it is not to be 
doubted but that there are Witches, and that thofe which have 
the brand be alfo guilty as aforefaid , be they of either (ort , and 
are to be fcund as well as the other, by fearching alfo ; yet 1 con- 
tctfe that is very difficult to be known, and very few ever attained 

co the difcovery thereof : but it is to be known by the infenhble- 
nelle thereof, and othei wife, being drawn or (brunk up fo with a 


. circle about it as if the skin were ftrecched to that place, or 


tbrunk up aboutit; but very little by the colour, for that is as if 
it were or had been fome natural caufe , or where fome ifue had 
been, when as the skin was never perithed, as may be eafily difcer- 
red; oncly it fhewsin the middle thereof, for the molt part, as if 
a little hic lc had been , except it be fuch as the places "he the 
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blood is fetched to feal the Covenant, which is onely like a natu- 
ral mark, either long or otherwife, as natural marks be; onely ic 
[cemeth to be deader and harder, and fo it iz, and not fo tender as 
other places be, or where plaitiers have secen ufed ; but the other 
is for the molt part round, but however, ic hath a little circle a- 
bout it , juft adjacet toit, as if ic were funk in all thecircle a- 
bout, and then within that, next adjacent to the circle, fomewhac 
higher then the tlefh, and harder ; and in the :niddle thereof, a lit- 
tle hole ot pitfomewhat funk. Thisbrand or mark, if it come to 
be tried for the infenfibleneffe, will foon be felt, if greater care be 
nothad in pricking ofit; for though it be infenfible a little way, 
yet it is not fo deep into the Heth as the others be, but fhews dead- 
like, much like as if it had been (eared withahot-iron, and is 
firmly upon the body, and in no fecret place, as the other be , bur 
differs a little in colour,as a feared place doth from another; as i 
might fomewhat inlarge, but | will not prefume too far,le!t others 
fhould unadvifedly and rathly proceed in the difcovery of fch 
períons wrongfully, andthen fault me for theinfight ; as hath 
been formerly done by fome, who whenthey have done that they 
are not able to give an account of, or render a reafon for, or per- 
chance fay thofe be guilty , where they finde (ome other evidence 
may be given that they be guilty, or where money will be largely 
given that they are guilty, when as if they come to be further 
queítioned , they can onely fay they be fuch marks as fuch a one 
told me ; and fo likewife can fay,l have feen fome have fuch marks 
in the Jail, of his finding out, orfome who have confeffed:when 
as they themíelves cannot diftingui(h between natural marks, and 
thofe,neither indeed know them áfunder, but however, know but 
one fort of the marks, and fo let many efcape , and! fear wrong- 
tully thereby, or for lucre, accufe ; a fearful thing to be confidered 
of: And therefore I conceive it were fitting, that when fuch come 
to their trialsin this kinde, it might be done by thofe of know- 
ledge and difcretion, and upon good grounds, and not by every 
light-carriag'd houfwife, w^o regards more her own ends then 
the life of a Chrifiian : who can render no other reafon, but thar 
they do but what they have learned (ome infight inj& fo go where 
they are fent for, or elfe they would not do it ; indeed for n:o- 
ney, and not for the Comnmion-wealths pood, as may be feen by 
their want of knowledge therein: For, as l faid, it had need be 
done 
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done by able, difcreet, hone(t perfons, efpecially for thefe laft men- 
tioned, and upon good grounds , and other cleer evidences con- 
curring with them. Yet l affirm that all that have thetej ov any of 
thee marks, are guilty of Witchcratt, if plainly made appear: for 
I could hase fpoken fomewhat more ; both of wrougtully accu- 
{1ig, and excufing, onely | know ic will then be judged that 1 do 
it to take off all others , and that none, or but tuch as] like of, 
were fitting to do it, and (o thereby take all upon iny felt ; which 
{know many in the world will be ready enough to cenfure of 
me,: But for my part, where one hath the leaf inlight herein , 1 
with there were hundreds in all Countries which had the whole, 
and more then any now have ; but onely that fuch as be idle, or 
unconfcionable of their ways , and careleffe of men and womens 
lives, or at lealt unskilful in thefe ways, might not be {uttered to 
meddle ;in fuch a bufineffe of concernment of life and death, as 
thisis. As tor this, and the lucre of money,l (hall more fully clear 
in pcs Obdje&ion in the clofe hereof, to acquit my felf 
thereof. d 

Now for the implicite or {fecret League,if it be asked what thefe 
be which thus work by Satan: 

[ anísver, in fume fort, by way of fimilitude, from the dire&ion 
of that place in Mark 9. 38, 40. and Lule 9.49. For Satan will be 
Gods ape in all things whatfoever he can, and therefore will he 
alto imitate Chritt herein. They are fuch as invocate the devil by 
certain fuper(litious forms of words, and prayers, believing that 
thefe means can effe& what they have offered them for, and do 
withal earneltly delire to have them effe&ual. Now the devil 
herein confenteth , and affordeth his power, at the utterance of 
the words,to bring the thing to paffe which isdeiired. Here there- 
foie is a Covenant and mutual confent on both fides : for if a 
man or woman be content to ule fuperttitious forras of invocati- 
on for help in time of n^ed, and in uling them defireth in heart to 
have the ching effected ; if the devil work the feat, there is,a fecret 
compa& : for they have defiredj and he hath confented. They are 
{uch as do know, that neither by Gods work in nature, nor by 
Gods ordination from his Word, the things they do are warrant- 
able, (but rathe: hear fuch things forbidden) and thattbey alfo are 
abfurd to common reafon 3 aud yet will do them, becaufe they 
finde au ctfe& anfwerable to their expectation. 

Hereto 
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Hereto | might adde the healing of a wound by anointing the 
inftrament which gave the wound , Spell-fetters, and Charmers, 
and fuch-lixe, who many of them are in expreffe league as afore- 
faid ^ for the devil contentech himfelf fometinies, to wit, there 
where he well perceiveth the party will not be brought to the o- 
ther, and lets them pleafe chemfelves with hope of Gods mercy, 
employing them onely about feeming-good things, for that in fo 
doing they fuppote they tin not, nor are in danger of the devil, 
nor uncer Gods wrath. asthe other are, becaufe theyfall not fo 
foully intothe pit of deftruction by an expre fe league , as the o- 
thers do, and make an outward flew of Religion as wellas -o- 
thers. 

For what can be faid of thofe who onely cure difeafes by laying 
on their hands, and uling certain words or forms of prayers? Is 
it not done by this fecret Compact, though ignorantly they chink 
otherwile ? Forit che remedy be not natural, then it is fuperna- 
tural ; if fupernatural then either from God, and fo hath war- 
rant from his Word, and is ordinary, not miraculous ; for that 
work of God hath ceated long (ince : or ele is from the devil, as 
works wrought by Spells and Charms, and fuch-like , forbidden 
by God. Yetthefe forts of perfons, finding their practices fuccef- 
ful, are not againft Satan, nor can lightly {peak ill of his working 
power, becaute of their fecret and implicite league they have with 
bini and efpecially becaufe of the profit they findecome to them 
thereby. And herein alfo doth the devil imitate Chrift, who al- 
lowed fome, which openly as yet did not follow him, to have 
power to caft out devils, Mark 9. 38, 39. who were notas he faid, 
againft him, nor could lightly {peak ill of him,nor of his power, 
by realon of their fecret and implicite faith , and covenant with 
Chrilt ; yet did it, becaufe they found fucceffe in ic. 

So likewife in the Scripture is found the cutting off hair, and 
burning it, Numb.6. 18. the writing of words, and the blotting 
of them out again, and to give them unto one, Numb. 5.23. Al- 
fo the giving of a portion, Numb. $. 27. So Satan teacheth his 
to cut off hair and burn it ; as the White-Witch will do to fuch 
a$ come to them , advifing them to cut hair, or fuch-like, off chc 
beail they fufpe& to be bewitched, and to write a Charm, and to 
blot itout , and then give it one ; alfo to ufe portions ; thus 
feeming, by thefe imitations,to have Scripture for their warrant. 


And 
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And fo after this manner | might reckon up fevcral other ways ; 
as , the Lord had fome which by curfing and threatning procured 
evil upon others, 2 Kings 2. 24. Adis 13. fo Satan hath fuch, 
which by curfing and threats procure mifchiefs upon others, as 
you may plainly fee by their Confeffions. 

Alfo the Lord tied his to certain Rules and Ordinances in his 

Service, and fometimes to a certain number, Jofb.6. 15.1 Kings 17. 
21. SaSatan tieth his Witches to certain words and deeds in 
going about his fervice , and to obferve numbers , and to do a 
thing fo and fo often, three times, feven times, or fuch-like, as 
the White Witches do: and fo imitate Chrift in many things, as 
his Affemblies and Sabbaths , Baptifm and Covenants ; fo Satan 
hath all his, after his manner, as Rebecca Weft and Elizabeth Clarke 
confeffed, as well in thefe as in other particulars, as you may finde 
as well by theirs and others Confeffions , as alfo by the Writings 
of learned merwho have writ concerning the fame. 
:> And further, as che Lord had fuch as cured difeafes by words, 
by prayers , and did anoint the party infirm ; as by fomething 
brought them from the fick, and carried to the fick again, fames 5. 
Mark 6. 13. Acts 19. 12. So hath Satan fuch as feem by words to 
cure difeafes, by forms of prayers, andby oil: ; and alfo by bring- 
ing fomething from the fick party, and carrying the fame back 
again. 

a the Lord by his fervants raifed fome from the dead, 1 Kings 
17. 21. Adis 9. 40. and likewife Satan maketh fhew by his fer- 
vants to raife up the dead, 1 Sam.28. 

Aird asthe Lord maketh fome to be his, either by his immediate 
infpiration, and {peaking to them , or winneth them to him by 
his intruments : fo Satan maketh fome Witches by inward fug- 
yettions, and his {peaking to them , or by uling other Witches to 
gain them to him ;as you may finde alfo by their Confcflions. And 
that as the Lord (pake by a bea unto a Witch , Num?.22. 28. fo 
Satan fpeaketh co Witches , fomctiny:s in one trape, and fome- 
times in another. 

So likewife, as the Lord ordained Sacrifices to be offered to 
him, Satan hath caught his to do (o too, Numb.23. 

And as the Lord promiled earthly bleflings, to flir up people to 
fervehim ; fo Satan, as you may finde, is very large in his pro- 
mifes to fuch as will ferve him, Matth.4. 

And 
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And fo it is in many other particulars, as might well be obfer- 
ved, if you do but rightly obferve their Confeilions , with their 
carriages, and Satans doings. 

Buz here fome willfay, Is there no other way to finde them 
out, but onely byfearching ? 

Ian(wer , That is X the moft ready and certain way , and 
fuch a way, as that, if they which undertake it be careful, there 
can be no miflake, efpecially in thofe who (hall be foand to have 
themarks ; and for the other, if in exprefTe lcague, then by the 
brand; if implicite, then by the aforefaid reafons, and by their 
carriages. Yet they may be found by Witches words alfo , as 
when he or fhe hath been heard to call upon their fpirits, or to 
{peak to them, or talk of them co any, inticing them to receive 
fuch Familiars. As fome of thofe of Rattlefden confeffed that 
they had their Familiars from old mother Orvis 5 fo had Elizabeth 
Clarke from Anne Weft , and fo had her daughter from her, Anne 
Clarke from her mother, and her mother from another; fo in ma- 
ny other particulars. As alfo, when they have been heard telling 
of killing of fome man or beaft, or of the hurting of them ; or 
when they have xot onely threatned revenge\upon any or their 
cattel, but have told particularly what fhall happen to fuch a one, 
and the fame found true 5 and their boafting afterward thereof. 
Furthermore, if they have been heard to fpeak of their tranfpor- 
tation from home to certain places of their meetings with others 
there, as was at Manningtree , Burton, Old, Trilbrook-buthes, 
and other places. 

Thefe and fuch like, as you may finde by their Confeffions, 
prove a leagne and familiarity alfo with the devi]. 

So allo by Witches deeds , as when any have feen them with 
their fpirits, or feen to feed fome creatures fecretly ; or where the 
Witch hath put fuch, which may be known by the (mell of the 
place; for they will Rink deteftably , which we have often found 
true in the time they have been kept , if their Imps or Familiars 
came to fuck inthe mean time, as you may finde they often have. 
Alfo when it can be found that they have made pictures ; as I 
have credibly heard of one of Yarmouth, who {ince the afore- 
mentioned time fuffered there, and confeffed that the had made 
a picture of wax or clay, | do not well remember which , of the 
proportion of a childe which fhe was intended ro work her mif- 
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chief againft, and had thruft anail in the head thereof, and fo had 
buried it in a place,which fhe then confefled ; and that as that con- 
fumed, fo thculd the éhilde, anddid, along time, as I was told 
by Maker Hopkins, who was there, and took her Confeflion, and 
went to look for the picture ; and that the childe ( as I have 
heard) did foon after mend, and grew luíty again. A hellifh in~ 
vention. 

And fo many fuch Witchery-tricks, both of this kinde and o- 
therwife , have thus been lately found out : as, the giving any 
thing to any man or other creature , which immediately caufed 
either pains or death ; as was at Brampford and other places , as 
you may alfo finde by their Conteflions. So likewife by laying 
on their hands, or by fome one or more fellow-Witches confef- 
fing their own Witchcraft , and bearing witnefle again(t others, 
fo as they can make good thetruth of their witnefle, and give 
fufficient proof thereof, as, that they have fecn them with their 
fpirits, or that chey have received their fpirits from them, as be- 
forefaid ; or that they can tell when they ufed their Witchery- 
tricks to do harm, or joyned with them ; asthofe of Manning- 
tree and other. places at their meetings ufed todo : or that they 
cold then: what harm they had done , or that they can fhew the 
mark upon them, or füch-like ; orby the Witches confefling of 
giving their fouls to the devil, and of the fpirits which they have, 
andhow they come by them, and the fückling of them , and fuch 
other like ways, asy ou may gather by their Confeffions. 

All which, notwithftanding, principally depends upon fearch- 
ing, which is the readieft way co bring them to thefe Confef- 
fions. 

Alfo fome witneffe of God himfelf happening upon the exe- 
crable curfes of Witches upon themfelves , praying God to fhew 
fome token, if they be guilty ; who by bitter curfes upon them- 
felves, think thereby to clear themfelves : as one Binkes of Ha- 
verill in Suffolk, who confeffed to me that fhe was guilty, and 
amongf[t other things told me, thatthe Fly which was feen to 
flie about the chamber, was one of her Imps ; but defired to fpeak 
with one Mafler Fairecloth , who lived not above two miles , or 
thereabouts, from the Town, being an able Orthodox Divine 5 
who was immediately fent for, and came. This woman, not- 
withílanding her confeffing to me, denied all to him , wifhing 

and 
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and defiring withal, that if (he were fuch a manner of per- 
fon, that the Lord would (hew an example upon hee-5 and 
chat if fhe had any Imps, that they would come whilft he was 
there : prefently after , fhe cries out, A juft judgement of 
God, they are come indeed, faid (lie. This Imp, in the fame 
thape it was feen formerly flying in the room, was feen faten- 
ed upon another place of her body , not far from the other 
matks, but not upon them, and fo remained above half a quar- 
ter of an hour, till (ome women came neer a quarter of a 
mile, who faw it faftened on her body , the onely. crying out 
to have it pulled off ; which ac firfl they were fearful to do; but 
at length they wiped ic off, as they fay, wich a cloth ; and what 
became of it after, they knew not ; but it had drawn a new 
mark, like the other. 

Was this woman fitting to live, this evidence, with others, 
being againft her, by credible witneffes ? Tam fure the was li- 
ving not long fince, and acquitted upon her trial : forthe nc- 
ver confefled any more, but denied what fhe had formerly con- 
feffed. 

Here you may take notice, firt, that if they have their Fami- 
liars come to them either before or after confeífion , they will 
not confeffe till another time, or deny, and therein watching 
is of {ome confequence, till they be examined by a Juítice of 
Peace, or elle they muft expec but few confeflions. This was 
obferved as well by thofe at Bury , as indeed for the moft part 
of all thofe now lately detected. — And (econdly , theextreme 
pain they put chem to, efpecially when they firit draw their 
marks, as molt of them generally confeffé: 

. And E have obferved in the time they have been kept, that 
if their Imps be a fucking. ic is calie to be difcerned and known; 
for then they will either covet to ruck or fit down upon the 
ground, or will lie fhrinking up all of a heap, making fowre 
faces , as if they were in extreme pain : fo that they may be 
eailly difcerned by their carriage and gellures , whether any 
thing come to them, or not, while they be kept. 

Alfo l have read that a Witch, in fomecafes, hath been 
brought to a dead party, who hath been fulpected to have been 
bewitched by that Witch, to touch the dead corps ; which 
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was no fooner touched by the Witch, but the corps bled fiel 
blood. 

Thefe and fuch-like evidences may fometimes , though per- 
adventure not always be given from God, when he is pleafed to 
detect fuch malefa&ors guilty of blood , as well as in other ca- 
fes of nuurther. 

And thus you may plainly fee chat Witches may be difcover- 
cd , albeit there be fone difficulty therein, and may likewife 
be brought to confeffe their Witchcraft ; as alfo , that there be 
Witches in thc(e our days, nay I rather think.more frequent 
then formerly : for if Satan be füch a powerful deceiver and 
feducer , who can makean Eve in Paradife ( being in the ftate 
of perfection ) to believe him, thedevil, before God ; can he 
not feduce now ? Yes certainly, more defperately, to manifeft 
his bloody malice in thefe later times againft mankihde, and 
therefore he hath now adays ftirred up fuch cruel Witches as 
be wholly fet upon revenge, tormenting men and women, and 
their cattel ; and making a trade of killing and murdering : of 
which fort the Scripture hardly gives an inftance, except it bein 
Balaam, hired to cuife Gods people. 

Let us therefore learn to follow the Lord, and hate Witches, 
Wizzards, Magicians, Soothíayers, Fortune-tellers, Inchanters, 
jugling companions, and all others that deal in Sorcery and 
Witchcraft, bcholding in them a {pe€tacle of mans mifery , as 
being left of God unto the power of the devil, and (o be mo- 
ved with compaflion towards them, and pray for their conver- 
fions. Yet confider, though they be left of God for atime, yet 
not all fo leftnor fo dreadfully catched by Satan, but that they 
may, through the mercy of God, be his (crvants, and convert- 
ed, as none can deny but Manaff:b was 5 and fo puta difference 
between their fearful fin and their perfons ; hate the one , but 
not the other ; hate the one in confcience to Gods command- 
ment, utterly forbidding to regard fuch, Levi. 19. 3 1.,for it is 
(piritual whoredomand defilement, Levit. 26. 6. becaufe fuch 
as ufed them were Heathens, as, che Egyptians, Canaanites, 
Philiftines, and Caldeans. Such asin Ifrael followed the Hea- 
thenifh cuftoms, were wicked and ungodly; as Saul, who was 
a murdzrer, 1 Sam.22. aprofane negleéter of Gods Ms 
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| Chron. 13. 3+ and one whom God had forfaken, and taken 
his Spiri¢ from, 1 Sam. 16. 14. an evil (pirie likewife was up- 
on him, neither did Cod vouchfafe him any antwer by facred 
means, 1 Sam. 18.16. and thereforche fell co Witches. 

And what was Manaffeb, but an idolater, and an obferver of 
times, and fo fell to Witchery, and to (uch as had Familiars ? 
And the people which delighted in thefe , were haters of true 
Teachers, and believed falfe Prophets, Dreamers, and Diviners, 
Jerem. 27.9. and with us, what are they , but vain loofe li- 
vers , fuperftitious Neutrals, andfuch-like ? But let them re- 
member, that it will be but bitterneffe in the end. 

Let Saul and Manaffeb be a warning to allof this kinde, be- 
fides examples abroad, and in Hiftories , with thofe amongft 
our felves, which may ferve to terrifie all good Chriftians 
from feeking unto or regarding fuch : for it is plainly faid, 
The Lord fettetb his face againft {uch , to cut tbem off ,. Levit. 20. 6, 
And if God be againft them, what may they look for in the 
end, feeing the Jeaft of thefe do intice people from God, in 
requiring faith of them, and do caufe:the people to runa 
whoring after them ? as Mofes fpeaketh, Levit. 20. 6. 

Being therefore in league with Satan and abominable idc]a- 
ters, inticing people from their faith in God , they are there- 
in worthy to die, or at leaft to receive punifhment according 
to the Statutes : for many of them are hurting Witches, as 
well as curing, and certainly to be difcovered and known, 
with far leffe difficulty then the other 5 for they are to be dif- 
cerned by their pra&tices here, working openly by their cures, 
éc. when asthe other work onely fecretly and in darkneffe. 
And furely let no man doubt butthat the finding out of fuch 
mifcreants is an acceptable fervice before God , dfe why 
fhould the Lord have given fuch command to the children of 
Ijrse! , and to have driven out the Nations from before them 
for thofe abominations, and to caufe his owne people to 
be led into captivity for thofe fins, threatning judge fnents 
upon them , and likewife again{t thofe who (hould {ufer any 
fuch abominations amongit them ; as in divers plazes both 
in the Prophecies of Jeremiah and Ifaiab , befides many other 
places of Scripture both in the Old and New Teltament, aforc- 
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mentioned. Nay, there are threatnings againft fuch as (hall 
but reforc unto them, asin Exod. 20. 6. and fo in divers other 
places before mentioned. 

And doth not the Lord by the Prophet Micah promife to 
cut off Witchcraft out of theland, and thar they fhould have 
no more Soothí(ayers , in the time chat he intended to bleffe a 
Nation? Micad s. 12. 

And in truth, was there no alteration. in England at the 
beginning and continu nceof che fuppretlion of this fin, and 
in fome Counties more then others ? And who are they 
that have been againft the profecution of, or^been partakers 
with fuch , but onely fuch as ( without offence | may {peak 
it } be enemiesto the Church of God ? 1 dare not inftance, 
not onely for fear of offence, but allo for fuits of Law. 

For was there not above fourty,in Effex, (asl take ic) aH 
in Tendring- hundred , there where (ome were difcovered, il- 
legally outlawed , contrary to the Law ot this Realm. upon 
a Writ of Confpiracy ( as | have been credibly informed ) I 
being one of the number, as I was likewi(e informed by fome 
which were my neighbours when I lived there, by the means 
of one who is reported to have been one ef the greateft a- 
gents in Colche(ter-bu(ineffe, within the Town ; when as there 
Was never any notice given to any upon the Proclamations, 
asought, | am fure ? This man, with another who is like- 
wile reported to have been fcllow-agent with him in that 
bufineffe, and the. two chiefeft in it , was the caufe that fome 
were not queftioned in that Town : but for his pare, I faw 
him labour and endeavour all he could to keep this woman, 
whom he fo much held withal from her legal Trial , and 
likewife heard him threaten both me and all that had given 
evidence againft her, or informed what manner of woman 
‘he had been in her lite and convertion, to their know- 
ledge, or as they had heard : Yea, as I (ince have heard, the 
was condemned at thet Alize, and by his procurément re- 
prieved. Since which time, on her behalf, this hath beea 
done. 

Was not this an animation to all fuch people in thofe 
parts, when fo many Gentlemen and Yeomen thereabouts 
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ihould be thus quellioned for teltifying their knowledge? And 
was it noc a fit obje& for the devil, to work upon others ? 
Let the world judge. For] have heard many of them (ay, that 
the devil hath inticed them to Witchcraft by fome Sermons 
they have heard preached ; as when Minillers will preach of 
the power of the devil, and his tormenting the wicked, and 
fuch-like : as l have heard fome fay ( I will not fay, in the 
place where | now live) that thedevil will fit and laugh at fuch 
and fuch offenders when he torments them, and will jeer at 
chemin tormenting them , when he hath got them. A fearful 
thing! whenas the devil is tormented himfelf, and torment- 
eth none; for it isthe wrath of God for finscommitted , and 
the judgements of God forhis mercies abufed. 

Thefe and fuch-like fpeeches, I have heard them fay, the de- 
vil hath made ufe of to períwade them to Witchery ; coming 
to them, and asking them , How do you think to be faved? 
for your fins are fo and fo , (as-he can fet them out large e- 
nough ) and you heard the Miniec (ay that | will torment 
you: Giveme your foul , and agree with me, and I will free 
you of hell-torments. Ignorant people have been thus fedu- 
ced. Therefore ic behoves all to be careful in giving the devil 
the leaft advantage, and to put a difference between their feart 
ful fin and their perfons , hating the one, but not the other, 
for that by corrupt nature we are no leffe apt to be milled by 
him then they, walking in fins and trefpaffes, Ephe/.2.1. 

But in obedience to the Law of God, and accomplithment 
of all things in the Scripture contained, fuch ought not to live 
amonglt us, left the Lord (hould deal with us as he did with 
others for the fame abominations; much leffe (hould ay har- 
bour fuch thoughts, as that there arenot any : fordid-nor the 
Lord leave fome of the nations, to try and prove Ifrael ? Judg. 
2 and 3. and doth not S. Jobn fay, (Mattb. 3.7.) O generation, 
of vipers , who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come è Do 
notthey , when they covenant with the devil to free them of 
hell-torments, who cannot free himfelf of them, flee (as 
much as in them lieth) from the wrath to come? 

As for you that are of fuch an opinion, furely, if neither 
all the threatnings and judgements si God againft füch , be- 
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fides their own Confeffions , will not prevail with you , me- 
thinks the mercies of God fhould, in that fifth of Micah; for it 
is undeniably true, that there was, is, and fhall be Witches, 
till Chrilis conquelt there fpoken of, agreeable with that in - 
Revel. 20. 15253. Which as yet cannot be : for without doubt 
the devil is buie in deceiving of Nations , and that not onely 
füch as know not Chrift, but others alfo ; which could not 
be, if he were bound ; nor the Jews or other Nations ftil] to 
come : but other places of Scripture would be contradi&ted. 
And therefore every one nu conclude with me, that (as yet) 
of Witchcraft there is no cnd. 


Now whofoever thou beeft that thinkeft I ever made fuch 
gain of the way, or favoured any, and perfecuted others, or 
took bribes, I call God to witneffe, that confidering the charge 
of going to feveral places., and Affizes , and Geal- deliveries, 
and the time I expended thereabouts, | never, one time with 
another, got fo much as | did by my Calling and Practice, to- 
wards the maintenance of my family. And as for taking any 
money, or other thing, by way of bribe or gift, l never did, to 
the value of one peny , neither one way nor other, but what 
I openly took in the view of the Townfmen whére ] came ; 
and thac in many places I never received peny as yet, nor any 
am like, notwithftanding I have hands a fatisfaction, except 
Ifhould fue ; but many rather fall upon me for what hath been 
received : but I hope fuch Suits will be difannulled , and that 
where I have been out moneys for Towns in charges and other- 
wile, {uch courfe will be taken, that ] may be fatisfied and 
paid with reafon. And for ever accufing one wrongfully , my 
con{cience is clear before the Almighty : and 1 ever defired 
equal punifhment to all chat were guilty , or at Jeaft,if any fa- 
vour , that ic might be to thofe who coufeffed : byt thofe ftill 
fuffered, and others, though never fo ruilty, efcaped. The rea- 
fon why I did thus, was, becaufe I defired fo to fatisfie the 
world in this particular, that it muft needs be a great errour 
to fave fuch, and not to gueftion others at all , as before men- 
tioned, they being all guilty alike. 

Andin truth, concerning him who is dead, who likewife 
Was 
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was an agent in.the bufineffe , for my part , I never knew that 
he either unjuftly favoured any, or received bribes, or ufed (uch 
extremity as was reported of him ; onely at firlt, before be or 
f ever went, many Towns ufed extremity of themtelves, which 
after was laid on us. And ldo not deny but at fitt he might 
watch fome ; buc to my knowledge, hefoon left it, or at leaít 
in fuch a way as not to make them uncapable : but if he 
ever did at firt , evidencé was not taken till after they refied. 
And for my part, | never watched any at firft, fo as any way 
at all to diflurb-chem in their brains ; but when (ome have 
been watched before | have come to them, 1 have cauied them 
to take their reilt , before I would ever gueftion with them : but 
now lately, and ever fince the Michaelmas after the fir(t begin- 
ning, I never ufed any but as aforefaid, with confent of the 
Juftices, and not otherwife, norever did But to my know- 
ledge, we have been both much injured in words, and he fince 
his death : but I am certain ( notwithftanding whatfoever 
hath been faid of him ) he died peaceably at Manningtree, after 
along ficknefle of a Confumption , as many of his generati- 
on had done before him, without any trouble of confcience 
for what he had done, as was falfly reported of him. And 
though many of thefe things may feem very ftrange, and hard- 
lyto be believed, yet this is the very truth ; and that he was 
the fon of a godly Minifter, and therefore without doubt with- 
in the Covenant. Therefore let no man take upon him either 
to fpeak or write more then he knoweth to be truth ; for this I 
am able to manifeft and prove to be truth. 

And fo I leave my felf to the cenfure of the world , yet 
deire it might be left to the Almighty, who knoweth the fe- 
crets of all hearts: For, bleffed are they that do bis command- 
ments , Revel.22.14. 


FINIS. 


